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 2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We s ta r t  each meet ing  3 

w i th  a  ha l f  hou r  o f  pub l ic  comment .   Speake rs  are  4 

asked to  keep  the i r  remarks  to  th ree  m inute s .   5 

I 'm so r ry .   We have to  do  the  ro l l .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  7 

Gonsa lves?  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  10 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  13 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?   15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Here .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  19 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Here .   20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  21 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .   22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:     Here .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  3 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .   4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .   6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )    8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Here .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  13 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -15 

Wh i t ton?  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )    21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  22 

Schmi t t?  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Here .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.   25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   We have  a  2 

quorum.   I  shou ld  have  announced  f i r s t  t ha t ,  w i th  3 

the  ca l l ing  o f  t he  ro l l ,  t ha t  obv ious l y  the  4 

ma jo r i t y  does  no t  have  a  work ing  major i t y  t oday  5 

because one o f  our  members  i s  under  the  wea t he r  6 

and hosp i ta l i zed  and  i s  no t  he re  today .   So  we  7 

don ' t  have  ten  vo tes ;  we  on ly  have  n ine  vo t es .   8 

And n ine  vo tes  i s  no t  enough  to  do  many o f  t he  9 

th ings  tha t  had  to  be  done .   So we  a re  i n  t he  10 

p rocess  o f  cu t t i ng  ou t  o f  the  ca lendar  many  i t ems 11 

tha t  w i l l  no t  be  ca l led  today .   And I  w i l l  be  12 

recess ing  th i s  mee t ing .   As  soon  as  I 'm ab l e ,  as  13 

soon  as  the  m iss ing  member  i s  ab le ,  we  w i l l  come 14 

back  and  f in i sh  tak ing  care  o f  t he  bus iness  o f  15 

the  day  tha t ' s  on  the  ca lendar .  16 

 Now we  s ta r t  w i th  a  ha l f  hour  o f  pub l i c  17 

comment .   The  f i rs t  speaker  i s  Rober t  Rapp.   I 'm  18 

so r ry .   Rober t  Rappo .    I 'm so r ry .  19 

 MR.  RAPPO:    H i .   Good  a f te rnoon .   I  j us t  20 

want  to  say  my las t  name i s  Rappo -  R-A-P-P- O,  21 

f i rs t  name i s  Rober t .   I  came he re  today  th ink ing  22 

tha t  t he re  was go ing  to  be  a  vo te  fo r  the  c los ing  23 

o f  t he  p rec inc ts .   I  j us t  wan ted  to  say ,  f i r s t  o f  24 

a l l ,  I 'm  a  d i sab led  ind i v idua l .   I  have ver y ,  25 
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ve ry  b ig  concerns  fo r  pub l ic  sa fe ty .   I 'm v e ry ,  2 

ve ry  aga ins t  tha t  i ssue because o f  my 3 

d i sab i l i t i es .   I ' ve  a l so  been  a  c r ime v i c t im  in  4 

my  l i f e .   I  f ee l  t ha t  commun i t y  centers  fo r  the  5 

pub l ic  i s  no t  a  fa i r  way  to  the  taxpayers .  6 

 One o f  t he  d i s t r i c ts ,  there  was a  7 

shoo t ing  recent l y .   I  saw you ,  Mr .  So lages ,  on  8 

te lev i s ion .   Th i s  i s  j us t  someth ing  tha t ' s  very ,  9 

ve ry  - -  we  don ' t  ge t  a  fa i r  s hake as  d isab le d  10 

i nd i v idua ls .   Pub l ic  sa fe ty  i ssues  a re  sure l y  no t  11 

the  way to  pu t  t h i s  on  the  Na ssau Coun ty 's  b ack .   12 

Th is  w i l l  be  a  ser ious ,  se r ious  prob lem i f  t hese  13 

p rec inc ts  do  c lose .   I  know th is  i s  no t  up  fo r  a  14 

vo te  today .  15 

 Aga in ,  I  j us t  wanted  to  say ,  I  can ' t  say  16 

how be ing  a  v ic t im  o f  a  c r ime  has  changed m y  17 

l i fe .   I  was  ve ry  g lad  tha t  because I  was  a b le  to  18 

ge t  the  med ica l  a t ten t ion  tha t  I  needed and  they  19 

came so  qu ick ly  and every th ing .   So I  ask  t hose 20 

tha t  a re  i n  favo r  o f  t h i s  to  th ink  o f  th is  v ery ,  21 

ve ry  care fu l l y .  22 

 Aga in ,  when you ' re  a  v ic t im o f  a  c r ime ,  23 

th ink ,  God  fo rb id  tha t  a  fema le  is  raped  or  24 

someth ing  l i ke  tha t .   Th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  25 
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shou ld  be  taken  ve ry ,  ve ry ,  ve ry  ser ious ly .  2 

 I  won ' t  go  i n to  any  s ta temen ts .   But  t he  3 

coun ty  execu t i ve  o f  Nassau  Co unty  shou ld  fes s  up .   4 

And peop le  w i th  d i sab i l i t i es ,  I  jus t  wan t  y ou a l l  5 

to  know,  we ' re  be ing  d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t  and  I  6 

don ' t  l i ke  i t .   I  don ’ t  l i ke  i t .   I  take  i t  ve ry  7 

pe rsona l .  8 

 Qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  i ssues  a re  ve ry  se r ious  9 

he re ,  and th i s  cou ld  - -  these  k inds  o f  i ssue s  10 

cou ld  esca la te  i n to  c r imes .    11 

 Aga in ,  when th i s  does  come up ,  I  12 

apprec ia te  tha t  each  one  o f  you w i l l  we igh  tha t  13 

s i tua t ion  ve ry ,  ve ry ,  ve ry  se r ious ly .   Ther e  has  14 

to  be  o the r  ways  and  o ther  revenue  fo r  t he  15 

coun ty .  16 

 One las t  t h ing  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  say ,  I  17 

don ' t  know i f  t here ' s  any  rep resen ta t i ve  - -  most  18 

o f  my dea l ing  has  been  w i th  the  F i f t h  Prec i nc t ,  19 

wh ich  is  one  o f  the  prec inc ts  to  be  c losed.   I  20 

have  ca l led  fo r  non-emergency  issues ;  they ' ve  21 

been  a lways  ve ry ,  ve ry  respon s ive .   I  commen d and 22 

app laud the  execut ive  o f f i ce r  o f  t ha t  p rec i nc t .   23 

P lease ,  no t  on l y  to  the  Nassau  County  Po l ic e  24 

Depar tment ,  bu t  be  fa i r  to  the  pub l i c ,  t ha t ' s  a l l  25 
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tha t  I  cou ld  ask  you .  2 

 Thank you ve ry  much fo r  your  t ime.   And 3 

remember ,  we  have some ser ious ,  se r ious  - -  4 

anybody tha t  wan ted to  ask  on  the  s ide  - -  so me 5 

se r ious  concerns  concern ing  the  d i sab led .   When 6 

we ' re  no t  g i ven  ou r  fa i r  sha re  tha t ' s  7 

d i sc r im ina t i on .   I  go t ta  j us t  leave i t  a t  t ha t .  8 

 I  thank  you fo r  your  t ime today ,  and  9 

thank  you fo r  g i v ing  me the  o ppor tun i t y  to  s peak .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  11 

 L inda Mi l l e r .   Your  s l ip  says  Wood land  12 

Road ,  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  say  where .  13 

 MS.  MILLER:    That 's  cor rec t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Where?  15 

 MS.  MILLER:    Ros lyn .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ros lyn .   Okay .   Thank 17 

you.   Go  ahead.  18 

 MS.  MILLER:    Honorab le  Leg is la to rs .   The 19 

reason  I  am here  today  i s  because I  am most  20 

concerned about  the  proposa l  on  the  tab le  t o  cu t  21 

the  prec inc ts  i n  ha l f .   My  number  one conce rn  is  22 

there  is  no  way ,  no tw i ths tand ing  the  techno l ogy  23 

tha t  you  were  d i scuss ing ,  un less  you  have i t  ove r  24 

every  square  foo t  o f  Nassau C oun ty ,  there  i s  - -  25 
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and you ' re  go ing  to  redep loy  peop le  f rom de sk  2 

j obs .   The re  w i l l  be  more  o f f i ce rs  ou t  on  p a t ro l .   3 

I  can ' t  qu i te  accept  tha t .   I  don ' t  th ink  t ha t  4 

wou ld  happen .   I  t h ink  tha t  espec ia l l y  i n  t oday ' s  5 

economy,  the re  i s  go ing  to  be  a  t remendous 6 

i nc rease  in  burg la r i es ,  wh ich  I  unders tand s ince  7 

the  beg inn ing  o f  t he  yea r  has  a l ready  occur red ,  8 

110 pe rcen t  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .   Jus t  a s  the  9 

gent leman pr io r  to  my speak ing  d iscussed ,  M r .  10 

Rappo,  my fam i l y  was  a  v ic t im  o f  a  c r ime .  11 

 I  g rew up on  the  sou th  sho re .   And  I  am 12 

scared  s t i l l  by  the  fac t  t ha t  my  house  was 13 

bu rg la r i zed ,  they  beat  my dog ,  the  fam i l y  d og 14 

over  the  head,  and  the  dog  ha d  to  be  pu t  to  s leep 15 

w i th in  a  mon th .   You  have no  idea.   I  know tha t  16 

you are  charged  as  l eg is la to rs  to  f i nd  ways  to  17 

cu t  the  de f i c i t  in  our  budge t .   However ,  by  your  18 

p ropos ing  to  cu t  t he  p rec inc ts  i n  ha l f ,  i t ' s  19 

go ing  to  harm the  res idents  o f  Nassau Count y ,  20 

w i thou t  a  doubt .   And you can  say  any th ing  you  21 

want ,  bu t  you  w i l l  no t  conv ince  me  tha t  the re  22 

w i l l  no t  be  an  i nc rease in  c r ime  because  th e re  23 

most  assured ly  w i l l  be .   And  i t  w i l l  be  on  you r  24 

heads i f  you  vo te  fo r  i t .   An d  I 'm  very  ou t r aged  25 
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tha t  you  wou ld  even cons ider  do ing  such a  t h ing .   2 

There  are  o ther  ways  to  t r im  the  fa t .  3 

 I n  add i t ion ,  I  wan t  to  cau t ion  you  tha t  4 

i f  t he re  i s ,  in  fac t ,  an  i nc rease in  burg la r ies ,  5 

i t ' s  go ing  to  deprec ia te  the  va lue  o f  ou r  h omes.    6 

 I  was  pres iden t  o f  t he  PTA in  Ros lyn  fo r  7 

th ree  years .   We were  success fu l  i n  de fea t i ng  the  8 

mass  burn  inc ine ra to r .   And I  assu re  you  I  w i l l  9 

be  go ing  door  to  doo r  to  request  t ha t  a l l  o f  my 10 

ne ighbors  ge t  ou t  there  and pe t i t i on  a l l  o f  you  11 

to  pu t  a  s top  to  th i s  most  in jud ic ious  hor r i b le  12 

p roposa l .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Ab rahams is  15 

he re .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Heathe r  Smi th  o f  Long 17 

Beach.  18 

 MS.  SMITH:    Eve ryone ready?   A l r i gh t .   19 

My  name is  Heather  Smi th .   I  am f rom Long B each.   20 

I  am w i th  We the  Peop le ,  Save  ou r  Wate rs  21 

Coa l i t ion  and  S ludge  S toppers .   Today I  am here  22 

pa r t l y  because o f  th is  - -  eve ryone  th i s ,  mon ey ,  23 

and th is ,  wa ter  and t ransparency .   Today  we  want  24 

to  ta l k  abou t  what 's  happen ing  w i th  ou r  sew age  25 
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t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   And  we wan t  to  know what ' s  the  2 

Leg is la tu re  knows abou t  i t .   Because  our  g r oup  3 

has  done  some inves t iga t ing ,  and  we want  to  f i nd  4 

ou t  what 's  happen ing  about  the  l ease  o f  our  5 

sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts .  6 

 A t  t h i s  po in t ,  we ' re  no t  i n  suppor t  o f  7 

i t .   We can go  in to  why.   The re ' s  go ing  to  b e  8 

o the r  peop le  ta l k ing  beh ind  me  about  our  va r ious  9 

po in ts .   Bu t  one  o f  the  ma in  reasons  tha t  w e  a re  10 

concerned w i th  th i s  i s  because  we ' re  a f ra id  tha t  11 

i t ' s  go ing  to  a f fec t  our  wa l l e ts .  12 

 We have found  in  research  o f  o ther  c i t ies  13 

tha t  have had  a  pr iva te  company take  ove r  t ha t  14 

the i r  b i l l s  go  f rom $185  a  yea r  to  $185 a  m onth .   15 

Th is  i s  a  concern .   We ' re  no t  su re  i f  th is  i s  16 

go ing  to  happen .   Bu t  Leg is la to rs ,  I  ask  yo u ,  do  17 

you know abou t  th i s  i ssue?   And i f  you  do ,  how 18 

much  do you know about  i t?   Because ou r  g rou p has  19 

s ta r ted  to  i nves t i ga te  th i s  and we  have the  20 

cont rac t  f rom Morgan  S tan ley ,  we  have i t  21 

h igh l i gh ted ,  we  have  i t  s t i cky  no ted .   So w e  22 

wou ld  love  i t  i f  you  wou ld  l ook  in to  th i s  m ore  23 

w i th  the  coun ty  execut ive  and  a l so  i nqu i re  w i th  24 

ou r  g roup.  25 
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 I  wou ld  l i ke  to ,  I  guess ,  summar ize  th is .   2 

We don ' t  wan t  to  ge t  kep t  in  the  dark  about  th is .   3 

And the  reason tha t  we ' re  he re  today  i s  we see  4 

tha t  t he  Ru les  and  Reg  Commi t tee  had  a  l i t t l e  5 

no te  fo r  $24 ,750  go ing  toward  Morgan  S tan le y  to  6 

s ta r t  w i th  th is  dea l .   Bu t  why  i s  i t  $24 ,750 ?  7 

Because i t  was  $25 ,000  they 'd  have  to  come before  8 

you and ta lk  more  on  th i s  i ssue,  and  we rea l l y  9 

want  tha t  to  happen.   In  fac t ,  we want  hear ings  10 

on  th i s  i ssue .  11 

 We have found  tha t  t he  county  execut ive  12 

i s  go ing  to  ta l k  to  ou r  g roup .   We a re  thank fu l  13 

fo r  tha t .   Bu t  we want  them to  ta l k  to  you and  we 14 

want  you  to  f ind  ou t  more  o f  t he  de ta i l s .  15 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Ms.  Smi th ,  he l l o?   I 'm 18 

over  here .   Leg is la to r  Ford .   I  thank  you ve ry  19 

much  fo r  coming  down.   Th is  i s  a  very  impor tan t  20 

top i c  in  rega rd  to  the  s ta tus  o f  our  sewage  21 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts .  22 

 As  you  may  be  aware ,  because  I  know some 23 

o f  t he  peop le  tha t  a re  s i t t i ng  i n  the  aud ie nce  24 

w i th  you ,  tha t  we do  have a  Western  Bays  Wo rk ing  25 
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Group.   A t  t he  l as t  meet ing  we  d id  d iscuss  i t .   2 

The depu ty  coun ty  execut ive  d id  come in  and  gave  3 

us  an  overv iew as  to  bas ica l l y  wha t  has  hap pened  4 

so  fa r  w i th  the  RFP go ing  ou t ,  f o r  t he  5 

poss ib i l i t y  o f  t ry ing  to  ge t  an  opera tor .  6 

 Res t  assured ,  w i th  someth ing  l i ke  th is ,  7 

th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  look  a t  8 

ve ry  c lose ly .   And  I  agree  w i th  you,  t ha t  b e fo re  9 

any th ing  i s  done  tha t  th is  does  war ran t  pub l ic  10 

op in ion ,  pub l ic  inpu t ,  and  tha t  there  w i l l  be  11 

pub l ic  hea r ings  on  a  s i t ua t i on  l i ke  th is .  12 

 MS.  SMITH:    Thank  you  very  m uch .   I  13 

apprec ia te  tha t .   And I  jus t  wan t  to  say  th e  14 

dev i l  i s  i n  the  de ta i l s  w i th  those  con t rac t s .  15 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    R igh t .  16 

 MS.  SMITH:    And  tha t ' s  a  t r i cky  th ing .   17 

Pub l ic  p r i va t iza t i on  i ssues ,  i t ' s  no t  l i ke  the  18 

bus .    19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    R igh t .  20 

 MS.  SMITH:    The re 's  a  p ipe  go ing  in to  21 

the  wa te r  tha t  w i l l  a f fec t  us .  22 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    You  know,  too ,  a l so ,  24 

you know,  the  coun ty  execu t i ve ,  to  h is  c red i t ,  25 
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has  spen t  a  l o t  o f  money  on  upgrad ing  2 

spec i f i ca l l y  the  Bay  Park  Sewage  T reatment  P lan t .   3 

That  p lan t ,  when  we look  a t  hav ing  the  TMDL  s tudy  4 

done  ove r  in  the  Wes te rn  Bays  area ,  we  see tha t  5 

there ' s  been  grea t  impa i rmen t  o f  t he  waters  and 6 

there ' s  a  lo t  o f  i ssues  w i th  tha t  who le  are a .   7 

F rom the  var ious  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts  th a t  a re  8 

pump ing runo f f ,  there ' s  so  many th ings  tha t  a re  9 

impa i r ing  the  wa te rways .   I t ' s  someth ing  th a t  we  10 

a re  c lose ly  watch ing .  11 

 Fo r  me ,  fo r  t he  t ime  and  e f fo r t  tha t  I ' ve  12 

a l so  pu t  i n  t ry ing  to  ge t  the  Bay Park  Sewa ge 13 

T rea tmen t  P lan t  upgraded ,  f i xed ,  w i th  the  T MDL 14 

s tudy  and so  fo r th ,  I  don ' t  want  to ,  l i ke ,  j us t  15 

hand  i t  over  to  somebody  e lse  so  tha t  they  can  16 

po l l u te  the  wate r  even  more .   So ,  I 'm on  yo u r  17 

s ide .  18 

 MS.  SMITH:    Thank  you .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     Thank  you  fo r  21 

coming  down,  Hea ther .   Thanks  fo r  a l l  your  g rea t  22 

work  tha t  you 've  done.  23 

 Obv ious l y ,  you  know my  pos i t i on  on  th i s  24 

i s  t ha t  a t  l eas t  t he  dev i l  we  know,  wh ich  i s  t he  25 
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coun ty  and  someth ing  tha t ' s  opera t ing  tha t ' s  a t  2 

l eas t  open  to  pub l ic  sc ru t iny ,  and  par t i cu l a r l y  3 

the  do l l a rs  and  cents  tha t  you  know - -  t he  sewer  4 

tax  is  wha t  i t  i s .   I t  ac tua l l y  i s  someth in g  tha t  5 

- -  sewage t rea tmen t  i s  impera t ive  to  the  6 

env i ronmen t ,  as  you showed  w i th  your  water .   I t ' s  7 

a l so  impera t i ve  to  our  pocke tbooks .  8 

 As  someone  who i s  in  a  p r i va te  water  9 

d i s t r i c t ,  I 'm  pay ing  ten  t imes  o r  a t  l eas t  f i ve  10 

t imes fo r  wa ter  what  peop le  do  i n  a  pub l ic  11 

d i s t r i c t .   Be fo re  we  engage on  someth ing  th a t ' s  12 

wor th  $500  m i l l i on  to  a  b i l l i on  do l l a rs ,  wh a t  13 

Leg is la to r  Fo rd  sa id  i s  impera t i ve ;  there  o ugh t  14 

to  be  no t  jus t  pub l i c  pa r t i c i pa t ion ,  bu t  pu b l i c  15 

hear ings  as  to  whe ther  tha t ' s  even  a  way  we  want  16 

to  go .   And I  don ' t  mean  a  pub l i c  hear ing  l i ke  17 

Veo l ia  a f te r  the  con t rac t  i s  p resented  to  u s .   I  18 

mean  a  pub l i c  hear ing  fo r  pub l ic  i nput .   Mr .  19 

Schmi t t  jus t  sa id  tha t ' s  a l l  I 'm  go ing  to  ge t .   20 

I f  t ha t ' s  rea l l y  t rue ,  t hen I  wou ld  urge  yo u  to  21 

keep  speak ing  ou t .   What  you  deserve  i s  a  p ub l ic  22 

hear ing  on  th is  en t i re  concep t  and  whe ther  tha t ' s  23 

the  way to  go ,  no t  j us t  one hear ing  to  come  down 24 

when  a  con t rac t  fo r  ha l f  a  b i l l i on  do l la rs  c omes  25 
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down ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  r id icu lous .  2 

 There  is  t he  24 ,750 cont rac t  wh ich  never  3 

went  to  the  Leg is la tu re ,  i s  a  f i rs t  con t rac t  w i th  4 

Morgan  S tan ley .   A  con t rac t  w i th  Morgan Sta n ley  5 

d id  go  to  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  w i th  about  tw o  6 

days '  no t i ce  in  December ,  where  ha l f  a  m i l l i on  7 

do l l a rs  i s  go ing  ove r  the  nex t  yea r  to  Morg an 8 

S tan ley  to  run  a  p roposa l ,  qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  and  9 

then  negot ia te  w i th  b idders ,  and  then ge t  f i ve  10 

m i l l ion  fo r  f inanc ing  the  dea l .  11 

 MS.  SMITH:    I  know.   And the  way i t ' s  12 

gone  about  i s  ac tua l l y  very  - -  we,  the  peop l e ,  13 

a re  ve ry  concerned  about  wha t  appears  to  be  14 

somewhat  o f  a  shady way o f  go ing  about  i t .   I f  15 

you ' re  go ing  to  do  someth ing  and  you ' re  go i ng  to  16 

say  you ' re  go ing  to  f i x  the  sewage  t rea tmen t  17 

p lan ts ,  then  jus t  be  t ransparent  about  i t  an d 18 

don ' t  t r y  to  go  th rough the  Ru les  and Reg 19 

Commi t tee  even i f  i t  m igh t  seem more  e f f i c i en t .   20 

We deserve  tha t .    21 

 Thank you.  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You sa id  tha t ' s  23 

a l l  I  was  go ing  to  ge t ,  Pe te r .   Pe te r ,  you  sa id  24 

tha t  was  a l l  the  peop le  were  go ing  to  ge t .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  2 

when  the  t ime  i s  r igh t  Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  who se 3 

d i s t r i c t  - -  remember  d is t r i c t s?   Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  4 

whose d i s t r i c t  t h i s  p lan t  s i t s  i n  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  wrong .   6 

You ' re  wrong  on  the  reco rd .   Leg is la to r  For d 's  i s  7 

no t  the  d i s t r i c t  t he  p lan t  s i t s  in .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Then  Leg is la to r  9 

Kope l .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cedar  Creek  s i ts  11 

be tween Leg is la to r  Dunne 's  and  my d i s t r i c t ,  and 12 

Bay Park  s i t s  be tween Leg is la to r  Becke r ' s  a nd 13 

Leg is la to r  Kope l ' s  d is t r i c t .   Phys ica l l y  in  14 

Leg is la to r  Kope l ' s  d is t r i c t  and phys ica l l y  i n  15 

Denn is '  d i s t r i c t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  17 

you ' re  abso lu te l y  co r rec t  as  to  where  the  s ewage  18 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts  s i t .   Bu t ,  as  you  a re  awar e  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t ' s  no t  fo rge t  20 

G len  Cove is  in  Leg is la to r  DeR igg i ' s  d is t r i c t ,  as  21 

we l l .  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    R igh t .   Bu t  you  a re  23 

aware  o f  t he  fac t  tha t  even when  you  were  i n  the  24 

ma jo r i t y ,  I  had  been  invo lved  w i th  the  Bay Park  25 
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Sewage  T reatmen t  P lan t  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Abso lu te ly .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    W i th  the  Bay Parkers  4 

i n  advocat ing  fo r  upgrades  the re .   Even tho ugh  i t  5 

was no t  in  my  d i s t r i c t ,  because the  ou t f low  is  6 

bas i ca l l y  w i th in  my d i s t r i c t  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ag reed .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    ove r  in  Reyno ld 's  9 

Channe l  -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ag reed .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    As  I  ind i ca ted  to  Ms.  12 

Smi th  over  there ,  tha t  I  w i l l  be  ho ld ing  he ar ings  13 

p r io r  and i t  w i l l  no t  be  such  as  the  Veo l ia  14 

hear ings .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I s  t ha t  16 

l eg i s la t i ve  hear ings  tha t  you ' re  ta l k ing  abo ut?   17 

Okay .   Thank  you .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    M ichae l  Mu lha l l .  19 

 MR.  MULHALL:    Good a f te rnoon  Pres id ing  20 

O f f i ce r  Schmi t t ,  members  o f  t he  Leg is la tu re ,  21 

fe l l ow  c i t i zens .   I  wanted  to  come here  tod ay  and 22 

speak ou t  on  beha l f  o f  t he  communi ty  po l i c i n g  23 

p rog ram,  no t  because  I 'm  insens i t i ve  to  the  needs 24 

o f  t he  d isab led ,  no t  because  I 'm  insens i t i v e  to  25 
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the  needs o f  law  enforcement ,  bu t  ra ther  ju s t  to  2 

rees tab l i sh  the  fac t  t ha t  the  coun ty  i s  in  a  3 

f i sca l  c r i s i s .   I t ' s  been in  a  f i sca l  c r i s i s  f o r  4 

more  than a  decade .   And  desp i te  the  fac t  t ha t  a t  5 

one po in t  the  coun ty  en joyed  robus t  rese rve s  o f  6 

more  than $200 m i l l i on ,  I  be l i eve  the  peak  a t  7 

$282  m i l l i on ,  i t  canno t  go  w i thout  say ing  t ha t  8 

the  coun ty  over  the  las t  seve ra l  yea rs  has  been 9 

m ismanaged  to  the  po in t  tha t  t he  cur ren t  cou nty  10 

execut ive  inher i ts  a  $310 mi l l ion  de f i c i t .   No  11 

one is  en ter ing  in to  these  dec is ions  becaus e  he  12 

o r  she  wan ts  to  do  these  th ings .   Governmen t  i s  13 

a t  a  l im i t  now;  we ' re  a t  a  t i pp ing  po in t .   I f  we  14 

a re  go ing  to  go  fo rward  and no t  do  these  th i ngs ,  15 

no t  r i gh t - s i ze  governmen t ,  t he  oppos i te  i s  w ha t ' s  16 

go ing  to  ho ld .   You ' re  go ing  to  have  to  ra i se  17 

taxes ,  ra i se  taxes  by  doub le  d ig i t s .  18 

 Newsday  had a  repo r t  recen t l y  where  bo th  19 

Nassau  and  Su f fo lk  County ,  j us t  to  make up the  20 

pens ion  l i ab i l i t ies  fo r  bo th  count ies ,  a re  f ac ing  21 

$145  m i l l i on  tab  fo r  2012.   So  the  $310 mi l l ion  22 

o f  t he  de f ic i t ,  more  than ha l f  o f  i t  i s  go i ng  to  23 

pay  pens ion  l iab i l i t ies  to  the  S ta te  o f  New  York  24 

to  make up  a  sho r t fa l l  because  emp loyees  we re  25 
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p romised  a  spec i f i c  re tu rn .   When the  s tock  2 

marke t  and  cap i ta l  marke ts  underpe r fo rm,  th e  3 

taxpayer  i s  asked to  subs id i ze  tha t .   In  a  4 

pe r fec t  wor ld ,  we wou ld  l i ke  to  cont inue  to  5 

opera te  a l l  o f  t he  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts ,  bu t  6 

we ' re  b roke.   We ' re  $310  m i l l i on  i n  the  red  and 7 

we  have to  come up  w i th  money .  8 

 Now,  i t ' s  no t  pe r fec t .   I  w i l l  - -  I  c i te  9 

the  r i gh t  s ide  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  he re .   Ov er  the  10 

l as t  f i ve  yea rs  the  t rack  reco rd  i s  un impre ss i ve .   11 

I 'm go ing  to  c i t e  i t .   2004,  County  Execut i ve  12 

Suozz i  a l l ows  $150  m i l l i on  to  go  to  s i x  d i f f e ren t  13 

backers  th rough  the  Nassau  Indus t r ia l  Deve l opmen t  14 

Agency  w i th  the  then -head Dav id  Me j ias ,  who  then  15 

even tua l l y  became leg i s la tu re .    16 

 We go fo rward .   In  2009,  r igh t  be fore  the  17 

e lec t i on ,  Leg is la to r  Joseph Scanne l l ,  my  18 

leg i s la to r ,  w i th  County  Execu t ive  Suozz i ,  19 

a l loca tes  $50  m i l l ion  to  the  deve lopment  o f  a  new 20 

F i rs t  Prec inc t  i n  Ba ldwin .   F i f t y  mi l l ion .   I  was  21 

su rp r i sed  tha t  we d idn ' t  ask  fo r  a  l uxury  h o te l  22 

to  come in  and b id  on  i t .   F i f t y  m i l l i on  do l la rs  23 

and no  one  was ou t raged.   I t  was  on ly  becau se the  24 

coun ty  execu t i ve  go t  i nvo l ved  tha t  i t  was  r i gh t -25 
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s i zed down  to  a  fa r  more  l ess ,  a  more  appro p r ia te  2 

number ,  less  than $10 mi l l ion .    3 

 And then  the  hyperbo le .   The  fac t  tha t  4 

the  c r ime has  gone  up 110 pe rcen t ;  i t  has  n o t .   5 

Those s ta t i s t i cs  a re  f lawed.   Las t  yea r ,  as  many  6 

o f  you  reca l l ,  we had seve ra l  snowstorms ,  a nd so  7 

c r ime was depressed because o f  t ha t .   I f  yo u  go  8 

back  to  the  p rev ious  yea rs ,  c r ime ra tes  wer e  9 

f l a t .   You ' re  be ing  to ld  a  s to ry  because  i t ' s  10 

po l i t i ca l l y  compel l i ng ,  i t ' s  a t t rac t ive  to  ha l f  11 

o f  t he  s ide  o f  t he  l eg is la tu r e  here  tha t  was  a  12 

rubber  s tamp fo r  Tom Suozz i  and fo r  p ro f l ig a te  13 

f i nanc ia l  i r respons ib i l i t y .  14 

 I 'm go ing  to  - -  w i th  a l l  due respec t  t o  15 

Leg is la tu re  So lages  and Leg is la to r  Whi t ton ,  you 16 

ge t  a  pass  because  you  weren ' t  here .   Bu t  f o rmer  17 

Leg is la to r  and  fo rmer  Pres id i ng  Of f i ce r  D ian e 18 

Ya tauro  topped i t  when  she  ba i led  ou t  the  C i ty  o f  19 

G len  Cove w i th  $90  m i l l i on  o f  Nassau  County  20 

taxpayer  money,  $6  m i l l i on  a  yea r  fo r  15  ye a rs .   21 

When  Leg is la to r  Becker  t r i ed  to  ques t i on  i t ,  she  22 

tu rned  o f f  h i s  m ic rophone.  23 

 So  le t ' s  add  up  the  cos t .   Th e re 's  $150 24 

m i l l ion  tha t  Suozz i  gave  away  in  2004,  ther e  i s  25 
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$90 mi l l ion  tha t  Leg is la to r  Ya tauro  gave  to  the  2 

C i ty  o f  G len  Cove - -  t ha t ' s  a lmost  $290 mi l l ion  -3 

-  and anothe r  50  m i l l i on  tha t  i f  Leg is la to r  4 

Scanne l l  had  h i s  way  I  guess  wou ld  have had  the  W 5 

Ho te l  in  Ba ldwin  fo r  t he  F i r s t  P rec inc t .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 7 

exp i red .  8 

 MR.  MULHALL:   That 's  ove r  $300  m i l l i on  9 

r i gh t  there .   That 's  why  you  can ' t  a f fo rd  n ew 10 

wa te r  t rea tment  fac i l i t i es ,  why  you can ' t  a f fo rd  11 

to  no t  make changes fo r  commun i t y  po l i c i ng  12 

p rog ram.   So  the  oppos i te  i s  t rue .  13 

 How much  wou ld  we have  to  ra i se  taxes  14 

j us t  t o  o f fse t  a  $310 mi l l ion  de f i c i t?   Pro bab ly  15 

c lose  to  40  percen t .  16 

 My  f ina l  po in t  i s  Nassau  Coun ty  i s  b roke .   17 

We a re  a l ready  under  the  watch  o f  the  Nassa u  18 

In te r im F inance  Au thor i t y .   We 've  been  unde r  19 

the i r  wa tch  fo r  ten  years  and  ye t  we  a re  s t i l l  20 

ch ron ica l l y  b roke.   The taxpayers  can ' t  a f f o rd  21 

any  more .   We ' re  i n  the  four th  yea r  o f  a  ho us ing  22 

co r rec t i on  tha t  s ta r ted  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  the  23 

c red i t  c r i s i s .   None  o f  these  op t ions  are  w hat  24 

anyone  wan ts  to  do .   But  I  advocate  to  you tha t  25 
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you have  to  use  commonsense.  2 

 A lmost  45  pe rcen t  o f  Nassau Coun ty  i s  now 3 

above the  age  o f  55  or  60 ,  t hey ' re  go ing  to wards  4 

a  f i xed  income,  and they  canno t  a f fo rd  the i r  5 

cu r ren t  p roper t y  taxes ;  the  oppos i te  i s  t ru e .   I f  6 

we  don ' t  p r i va t i ze ,  I 'm go ing  to  te l l  you  r i gh t  7 

now.   Do  you  th ink  the  county  does  a  good j ob  8 

manag ing  our  wa ter  t rea tment  fac i l i t ies  tod ay?   9 

They  p robab ly  don ' t .   My  po in t  i s  they ' re  n o t  10 

go ing  to  ge t  any  be t te r  and i t ' s  go ing  to  co s t  11 

money.   Are  you  prepared  to  have  you r  p rope r ty  12 

taxes  ra ised  by  40  o r  50  percent?   I 'm  jus t  13 

te l l ing  you.   That  i s  the  oppos i te .  14 

 I  do  know wha t  I 'm  ta l k ing  about .   I  do .   15 

I ' ve  been coming  here  fo r  seve ra l  years  and  I  16 

know the  math .   A l l  I 'm te l l i ng  you - -  17 

 VOICE:    You  don ’ t  know the  ma th .  18 

 MR.  MULHALL:    No,  I  do  know the  math .   19 

L i s ten .    20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 21 

exp i red .  22 

 MR.  MULHALL:    My f i na l  po in t .   I  am 23 

u rg ing  - -  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t ' s  have  o rder .  25 
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 MR.  MULHALL:    I 'm  u rg ing  you .   Nassau  2 

Coun ty  i s  under  a t tack .   The  taxpayers  can ' t  3 

a f fo rd  any  more .   My  p roper t y  taxes  were  $1 2 ,500  4 

a  year  when I  bought  my home in  2006 ;  they ' re  now 5 

i n  excess  o f  $19 ,000 .   I  j us t  read  a  repor t  in  6 

the  loca l  he ra ld  tha t  c i ted  tha t  as  one o f  t he  7 

ways  Nassau Coun ty 's  t ry ing  to  make up  the  money  8 

i s  by  inc reas ing  the  cos ts  passed on  to  the  9 

v i l l ages .   We a re  a t  t he  t ipp ing  po in t .   Th e re  i s  10 

no th ing  e l se  le f t .    11 

 The 177 po l i ce  cars  tha t  a re  ou t  t he re ,  12 

most ,  i f  no t  a l l ,  o f  t hem are  equ ipped  w i th  13 

l ap top  compu ters ,  w i th  dev ices  tha t  scan  l i cense  14 

p la tes ,  tha t  do  p len ty  o f  work ,  and none  o f  15 

tha t ' s  go ing  to  change .   Not  to  ment ion ,  no ne o f  16 

th is  i s  go ing  to  impac t  the  C i ty  o f  Long  Be ach ,  17 

where  there  i s  a  po l i ce  fo rce ,  t he  C i t y  o f  G len  18 

Cove ,  tha t  has  a  ded ica ted  po l i ce  fo rce ,  o r  any  19 

o f  t he  v i l lages  tha t  have the i r  own po l i ce  fo rce ,  20 

i nc lud ing  Rockv i l l e  Cent re .   None o f  t ha t  i s  21 

go ing  to  change .  22 

 What  I 'd  ask  you  to  do  i s  con t inue  to  23 

make  the  r igh t  dec is ions  bu t  i n  the  contex t  o f  24 

taxpayers  who  a re  s t rugg l i ng .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you  ve ry  much.   2 

Leg is la to r  Kope l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Mr .  Mu lha l l .   Mr .  4 

Mu lha l l .   One  rea l  qu i ck  th ing .   Thank  you very  5 

much .  6 

 I  a lways  apprec ia te  i t  when you come 7 

he re ,  ac tua l l y .   You  make a  ve ry  good and 8 

fo rce fu l  p resen ta t ion .   I  jus t  wan t  you to  expand 9 

a  l i t t le  b i t  because  i t ' s  been  suggested  to  us  10 

tha t  we ough t  to  - -  i t ' s  been  sugges ted  to  us  and 11 

there ' s  been  a  l o t  o f  ma i l ing  go ing  around and  12 

f l ye rs ,  lea f l e t s  and  e -mai ls  to  the  e f fec t  t ha t  13 

we  rea l l y  ought  to  compensat i on  fo r  these 14 

p rob lems  by  ra i s ing  taxes .   What  do  you th i nk  the  15 

e f fec t  o f  tha t  w i l l  be  here? 16 

 MR.  MULHALL:    I  t h ink  tha t  we ' re  in  a  17 

pos i t i on  where  i t ' s  a  no  w in  s i t ua t i on .   We ' re  18 

no t  a lone.   L is ten .   Today  i t  was  announced  in  I  19 

th ink  the  Wall Street Journal ,  S tock ton ,  20 

Ca l i fo rn ia ,  has  dec la red  bank rup tcy .   S tock ton  21 

was a  ve ry  a f f l uen t  pa r t  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .   Bu t ,  22 

faced w i th  moun t ing  pens ions  cos ts  - -  le t ' s  ta lk  23 

abou t  economics  f i rs t ,  Leg is la to r  Kope l ,  in  24 

response  to  you r  ques t ion .  25 
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 Severa l  years  ago you cou ld  ge t  a  ra te  o f  2 

re tu rn  o f  about  seven or  e igh t  percent  i f  y ou  3 

managed your  money  we l l .   Today,  because  we ' re  i n  4 

a  new economic  parad igm is  a  re f lec t ion  o f  a  s ick  5 

economy tha t ' s  no t  l i ke l y  to  ge t  we l l  in  th e  6 

shor t  te rm.   In te res t  ra tes  a re  anemica l l y  l ow ;  7 

thus ,  to  genera te  a  re tu rn  now,  today ,  two to  8 

th ree  pe rcen t  i s  cons ide red the  go ld  s tanda rd  in  9 

te rms o f  a  re tu rn  on  money .   As  a  resu l t ,  i f  t he  10 

s ta te ,  i f  the  coun ty ,  i f  o the r  mun ic ipa l i t i es  a re  11 

l ocked  in to  a  cont rac t  t ha t  guaran tees  the i r  12 

employees an  e igh t  percent  i nves tmen t  re tu r n ,  13 

then  we are  go ing  to  con t inue  to  see  wha t  w e  14 

have ,  wh ich  i s  t ha t  f i ve  percent  d i f fe ren t i a l ' s  15 

go ing  to  be  made  up by  the  taxpayer ;  t he  $3 10 16 

m i l l ion  tha t  County  Execut ive  Mangano and t he  17 

Leg is la tu re  a re  go ing  to  s t rugg le  to  k ind  o f  18 

c lose  is  based on the  fac t  t ha t  more  than h a l f  o f  19 

tha t ,  a lmost  ha l f  o f  i t  i s  i n  pens ion  20 

l i ab i l i t ies ,  mak ing  up  tha t  shor t fa l l .   Tha t ' s  21 

the  b igges t  i ssue he re ,  tha t  a l l  t hese  dec i s ions  22 

a re  a l l  seen  th rough  the  l ens  o f  t he  county ' s  23 

f i nances .  24 

 Severa l  years  ago th is  county  had,  a t  the  25 
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t ime ,  a  $282  mi l l i on  surp lus ,  led  th rough a  2 

se r ies  o f  dec is ions  tha t  wen t  uncha l lenged.   They  3 

went  uncha l l enged.   There  were  peop le  on  th e  4 

m ino r i ty  s ide  o f  t he  a is le  who  cha l l enged i t .   5 

There  were  peop le  on  the  majo r i t y  s ide  who a greed 6 

w i th  i t .   S i l ence passes  fo r  accep tance.  7 

 I  though t  a l l  a long,  you  canno t  a l loca te  8 

f i ve  m i l l i on  he re ,  f i ve  mi l l i on  he re  and  i t  9 

doesn ' t  have  a  cos t ;  i t  does .   A l l  I 'm  t ry i ng  to  10 

demons t ra te  i s  t ha t  i f  you  fo l low those dec i s ions  11 

over  the  l as t  seven years ,  t hey  have  an  imp act .   12 

They  have handcu f fed  th i s  admin i s t ra t i on ,  t hey  13 

have  handcuf fed  th is  Leg is la tu re ,  and fo rce d  you ,  14 

compel led  you  to  take  these dec i s ions .   Bec ause 15 

the  oppos i te  i s  t rue .  16 

 When  the  Coun ty  ra ised  taxes  i n  2000 ,  I  17 

be l i eve ,  I  t h ink  i t  was  a  20  percent  tax  h i ke  18 

tha t  genera ted  approx ima te ly  $120 mi l l ion .   So ,  19 

today ,  t o  c lose  a  $310  m i l l i on  de f ic i t  we ' r e  20 

ta lk ing  abou t  ra is ing  the  Nassau  County  por t ion  21 

o f  you r  taxes  somewhere  be tween 40  and  mayb e  as  22 

h igh  as  50  pe rcent  j us t  to  sa t is fy  th i s  deb t .   23 

What  I  t h ink  the  pub l i c  needs  to  be  aware  o f  t he  24 

fac t  i s  tha t  the  f i ve  year  p lan  the  coun ty  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  29 Full Legislature – 2-27-12 

execut ive  pu t  f o rward  in  h is  l as t  year  i n  o f f i ce  2 

had many  assumpt ions  i n  there  tha t  were  ex t remely  3 

rosy  and  wen t  uncha l lenged .   The  bes t  examp le  is  4 

tha t  40  pe rcent  o f  Nassau Coun ty 's  revenue comes  5 

f rom sa les  taxes ,  and he  had  in  there  pro je c t i ons  6 

tha t  were  100  m i l l ion  grea te r  every  year  ou t ,  7 

f rom one  b i l l i on  to  1 .1  b i l l i on ,  t o  1 .2  b i l l i on ,  8 

to  1 .3  b i l l i on .   Th i s  i s  wha t  he  l e f t  the  c u r ren t  9 

coun ty  execu t ive  w i th .    10 

 Meanwh i le ,  we  a l l  know tha t  i n  2009 11 

coun ty  sa les  tax  revenues dec l ined  down to  a round 12 

850 to  $900 m i l l ion .   They  needed to  be  re -13 

base l i ned.   So the  i dea is  tha t  th is  i s  no t  a  14 

one- t ime  c r i s i s .   The coun ty  i s  fac ing  a  se r ies  15 

o f  t h ree  to  fou r  yea rs  ou t  o f  ch ron ic  f i nan c ia l  16 

debt .   Th i s  i s  no t  a  one  o f f .   Even i f  we s ave  12  17 

m i l l ion  or  whether  i t ' s  20  m i l l i on  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    What  you ' re  say ing ,  19 

though ,  i s  i t ' s  no t  rea l l y  a  revenue  p rob le m,  20 

i t ' s  a  spend ing  prob lem.  21 

 MR.  MULHALL:    I t  i s .   We misa l l oca ted  22 

ou r  money.  23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    We m isa l l oca ted  ou r  24 

money.  25 
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 I  w i l l  t e l l  you  tha t  i n  my  d i s t r i c t ,  2 

every  one o f  ou r  d is t r i c ts  compr ises  severa l  3 

schoo l  d is t r i c t s .   Eve rybody .   I t ' s  ve ry  4 

no t i ceab le  when  you pass  f rom one d i s t r i c t  t o  5 

anothe r ,  t he re ' s  a  s t r i k ing  d i f f e rence  in  r ea l  6 

es ta te  va lues .   The h igher  cos t  d i s t r i c t s ,  rea l  7 

es ta te  va lues  a re  inev i tab ly  l ower .   I t  cou ld  be  8 

j us t  across  the  s t ree t ,  there ' s  a  ve ry  s t r i k ing  9 

d i f f e rence .   You  go  to  some o f  t hese  h igher  cos ts  10 

a reas ,  you  f ind  s to res  a re  em pty ,  o f f i ces  a r e  11 

empty .   And I  be l i eve  there ' s  a  s t rong  caus e  and  12 

e f fec t .  13 

 MR.  MULHALL:    I t ' s  funny .   And I  w i l l  14 

wrap  up  my  t ime  because I  wan t  to  le t  o ther  15 

peop le  speak .    16 

 Governor  Cuomo i s  address ing  th i s  i ssue 17 

because he  knows  h is  en t i re  re -e lec t ion  res t s  on  18 

th is ;  the  ab i l i t y  to  cor rec t l y  manage the  S ta te  19 

o f  New York  r igh t  now.   One in  f i ve  tax  do l l a rs  20 

tha t  t he  S ta te  o f  New York  en joys  in  A lbany  comes 21 

f rom Wal l  S t ree t .   Wal l  S t ree t  i s  see ing  22 

dec l in ing  revenues .   Why?  Because  o f  new 23 

f i nanc ia l  regu la to ry  burdens be ing  pu t  upon  i t  by  24 

Dodd  F rank .   Revenue 's  been cu t  in  ha l f  fo r  most  25 
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o f  t he  i nves tmen t  banks ,  and  as  a  resu l t  th e re 's  2 

go ing  to  be  dec l in ing  revenue  to  A lbany ,  an d  3 

A lbany  a l ready  knows  tha t .   So  wha t  i s  Gove rno r  4 

Cuomo do ing?    He ' s  p ropos ing  T i t l e  V I  pens ion  5 

re fo rm.   I  don ' t  unders tand how the  gove rno r ,  a  6 

man who shares  you r  pa r t y ,  i s  ac tua l l y  l ead ing  7 

the  e f fo r t  f o r  f inanc ia l  re fo rm and ye t  man y  o f  8 

you he re  wan t  to  keep i t  as  po l i t i cs  as  usu a l .   9 

PAU fo r  the  PBA.   Leg is la to r  Scanne l l  i s  th e  10 

da r l ing  o f  t he  PBA.   I t ' s  go t  to  be  b igger  than 11 

tha t .   The  PBA has  to  unders tand  tha t  the  12 

taxpayers  are  under  du ress ,  under  du ress .    13 

 And someone e lse  was  ta l k ing  about  14 

homeowner  va lues .   Homeowner  va lues  are  a  15 

re f l ec t i on  o f  your  p roper t y  taxes  too .   I f  y ou r  16 

p roper ty  taxes  s ta r t  t o  exceed  a  spec i f i c  r a te ,  17 

no  one  i s  go ing  to  buy  you r  home.   And  tha t ' s  18 

back  to  my  po in t ,  S tock ton ,  Ca l i fo rn ia .   Th e  home 19 

va lues  i n  S tock ton ,  Ca l i fo rn ia  p lummeted .   20 

P lummeted.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Becke r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mr .  Mu lha l l ,  you  23 

ment ioned one  th ing  ve ry  b r ie f l y ,  someth ing  abou t  24 

the  inco rpora ted  v i l lage .   I  d idn ' t  ca tch  w hat  25 
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you sa id .   I t ' s  passed  on to  the  - -  2 

 MR.  MULHALL:    A  repor t  in  The Local 3 

Herald  weeks  ago  about  Mayor  Mur ray  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Yes .   The  5 

headquar te rs '  t ax .  6 

 MR.  MULHALL:    Cor rec t .   And  I  be l ieve  7 

i t ' s  j umped up to  up  to  s i x  to  $8  mi l l ion .   I  8 

haven ' t  seen  a  response ye t  f rom Leg is la to r  9 

Scanne l l  on  tha t  e f fo r t  as  my  leg i s la to r .   Bu t  10 

the  v i l l age  i s  s t rugg l ing  to  add ress  those c os ts .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mr .  Mu lha l l ,  I  jus t  12 

want  to  add one  th ing  to  you .   Th i s  i s  rea l l y  fo r  13 

the  bene f i t  o f  t he  new members  o f  th is  14 

l eg i s la tu re .   There ' s  a  h i s to ry  he re .   And I  hope 15 

they  kep t  an  open mind  as  to  wha t  you were  16 

say ing .   Unfo r tuna te ly ,  you  w ish  the re  was n o  17 

b lame he re ,  bu t  there  is .  18 

 When  County  Execut ive  Tom Suozz i  was  19 

e lec ted ,  con t ra ry  to  wha t  peop le  be l ieve ,  I  20 

embraced  -  I  embraced h i s  cand idacy .   I  embr aced  21 

h i s  - -  22 

 MR.  MULHALL:    H is  f i r s t  two  yea rs  were  23 

fan tas t i c .  24 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    He came in to  th is  25 
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coun ty  and  I  was  look ing  fo rward  to  h i s  2 

l eadersh ip .   Un for tuna te ly  he  rea l l y  wasn ' t  3 

i n te res ted  i n  runn ing  the  coun ty ;  he  wan ted  to  4 

run  fo r  gove rno r .   5 

 MR.  MULHALL:    Cor rec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Wai t  a  m inu te .   I  7 

have  an  impor tan t  comment  to  make he re .  8 

 One o f  t he  th ings  you d idn ' t  men t ion ,  as  9 

fa r  as  the  m ismanagement ,  incompetence ,  was  the  10 

tax  ce r t io ra r i  p roceed ings  and  laws in  th is  11 

coun ty .   When  he  was  f i r s t  e lec ted  we were  pay ing  12 

ou t  $100  m i l l ion  a  yea r  in  tax  cer t i o rar i  13 

p roceed ings .   I  went  aga ins t  my pa r t y  and v o ted  14 

fo r  reassessmen t  o f  th is  coun ty  because th i s  15 

p rob lem I  though t  had to  be  addressed,  i t  h ad to  16 

be  ended .   There 's  no  way,  as ide  f rom some o f  the  17 

o the r  i ssues  tha t  we  face  in  th i s  coun ty ,  t ha t  we 18 

cou ld  f i nanc ia l l y  be  ab le  to  con t inue to  bo nd 19 

$100  m i l l i on  in  re funds  year  a f te r  yea r  a f t e r  20 

year .   Over  the  nex t  f ou r  yea rs  we  spent  $6 5  21 

m i l l ion  reassess ing  th is  coun ty .   S i x t y - f i ve  22 

m i l l ion  do l l a rs .   Once  aga in ,  th is  i s  when Mr .  23 

Suozz i  was  the  county  execut i ve  and the  dem ocra ts  24 

had the  ma jo r i t y .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Becke r ,  i s  t he re  2 

a  ques t i on  he re?  3 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Yes .   I  have a  4 

ques t ion .    5 

 We thought  tha t  reassessment  wou ld  f i x  6 

tha t  p rob lem.   Because  nobody  was wa tch ing  the  7 

s to re ,  nobody  managed the  process  proper ly  on  the  8 

o the r  s ide  o f  t he  a i s le  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F ran ,  10 

reassessment  was  under  Gu lo t ta .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t  s ta r ted  then ,  12 

yes .   Bu t  i t  d idn ' t  end.   He  was  gone.   He was  13 

gone .   We had  $100  m i l l i on  yea r  a f te r  year  - -  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t ' s  go .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t  was  no t  16 

addressed.   Th i s  County  i s  sadd led  w i th  $1  17 

b i l l i on  in  add i t iona l  debt  because  o f  the  18 

m ismanagement  o f  t he  p r io r  admin is t ra t ion .   I t ' s  19 

impor tan t  to  know.   I t ' s  impor tan t  t o  recog n ize  20 

tha t  t h i s  i s  the  t ru th .   And  I  was  look ing  21 

fo rward  to  h i s  l eadersh ip  in  th i s  Coun ty ,  b u t  22 

un fo r tunate l y  i t  d idn ' t  wo rk .  23 

 MR.  MULHALL:    Leg is la to r  Becker ,  I  share  24 

your  comments .   M ine  wasn ' t  s o  much today  fa u l t  25 
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f i nd ing .   M ine  was  jus t  to  se t  t he  tone fo r  the  2 

fac t  t ha t  peop le  need to  unders tand the  con tex t  3 

o f  wh ich  these dec is ions  a re  be ing  made in .   The  4 

dec i s ion 's  no t  wh ich  i s  the  bes t  dec is ion .   The 5 

dec i s ion 's  rea l l y  coming  down to  wh ich  i s  t he  6 

most  a f fo rdab le  one,  wh ich  i s  the  one tha t  we can 7 

a f fo rd  to  l i ve  w i th .   I t ' s  no t  i dea l  i n  som e 8 

respec ts ,  some o f  the  dec i s ions  you ' re  go in g  to  9 

have  to  en te r ta in ,  bu t  t hey  a re  the  ones  th a t  a re  10 

the  most  a f fo rdab le .   And tha t ' s  wha t  I 'm as k ing  11 

peop le  to  cons ider  here  today ,  i s  tha t  we h ave  to  12 

l i ve  w i th in  our  means.   The economy is  d ic t a t i ng  13 

th is  and  we need  to  make  dec is ions  tha t  re f l ec t  14 

tha t  new parad igm tha t  we are  l i v i ng  i n .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  17 

 Jane  Thomas,  Po r t  Wash ing ton ,  League  o f  18 

Women Vo te rs .  19 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  members  o f  20 

the  Leg is la tu re .   My  name is  Jane Thomas .   I  am 21 

the  v i ce  p res ident  o f  the  League  o f  Women V o te rs  22 

o f  Nassau County .   My co l l eague,  Barba ra  Ep s te in ,  23 

i s  w i th  me  today .  24 

 The League  i s  a  non-pa r t i san  25 
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o rgan iza t i on ,  wh ich  you know,  wh ich  encoura ges  2 

i n fo rmed  and  ac t ive  invo lvemen t  in  governme n t  and 3 

i n f l uences  pub l i c  po l i cy  th rough  educa t ion  and  4 

advocacy .   The League o f  Women Voters  o f  Na ssau 5 

Coun ty  seek  fa i r  red is t r i c t i ng  i n  Nassau  Cou nty ,  6 

ca l l s  on  the  County  Leg is la tu re  to  fo l low t he  7 

Nassau  County  Char te r ,  Sec t i on  113 ,  and to  8 

appo in t  a  temporary  adv i so ry  commiss ion  to  9 

execute  fa i r  and  inc lus i ve  red is t r i c t i ng .   Many 10 

o the r  o rgan iza t i ons  in  the  County  a re  jo in i ng  the  11 

League  in  th i s  endeavor .   The re  is  a  l i s t  a t  t he  12 

back  o f  the  s ta temen t  we 've  j us t  handed in ,  and 13 

seve ra l  a re  j o in ing  every  day .   One jo ined 14 

yes terday ,  t he  Un ionda le  Communi ty  Counc i l .  15 

 We be l ieve  tha t  an  i ndependen t ,  non-16 

pa r t i san  commiss ion  shou ld  be  convened  to  17 

accomp l i sh  th i s .   The membersh ip  and  p rocess  o f  18 

th is  commiss ion  must  be  t ransparen t ,  19 

geograph ica l l y  d iverse  and  rep resenta t ive  o f  t he  20 

va r ious  popu la t i ons  o f  Nassau  Coun ty .    21 

 Severa l  o f  t he  po in ts ,  t he  key  po in t  t ha t  22 

a re  impor tan t  t o  th i s  commiss ion  a re  as  fo l l ows.   23 

One;  they  shou ld  ho ld  pub l ic  hea r ings  pr io r  to  24 

commi t tee  members  and subsequent  to  the  sam e.   25 
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These meet ings  w i l l  enab le  the  commiss ion  t o  2 

rece ive  inpu t  f rom the  pub l i c  be fo re  the  3 

deve lopmen t  o f  t he  p lan  as  we l l  as  pub l i c  4 

response  to  a l l  p roposa ls  be fo re  p resenta t i o n  to  5 

the  leg i s la tu re .  6 

 Two.   Cons ide r  hea r ings  be  he ld  in  each 7 

o f  t he  towns  and  two  c i t ies ,  a t  d i f f e ren t  t imes 8 

o f  t he  day  and even ing  i n  o rde r  to  enab le  a s  many 9 

members  o f  t he  c i t i zen ry  to  pa r t i c ipa te  as  10 

poss ib le .  11 

 Th ree.   Ex tend these  mee t ings  12 

geograph ica l l y  so  tha t  t hey  a re  access ib le  to  ou r  13 

d i ve rse  popu la t i ons .  14 

 Four .   Pos t  no t i ce  fo r  a l l  mee t ings  a t  15 

l eas t  seven days  i n  advance.  16 

 F i ve .   Des ign  vo t i ng  d is t r i c t s  so  tha t  17 

they  a re  con t iguous,  reasonab ly  compac t ,  an d  18 

fa i r l y  rep resen ta t ive  o f  i den t i f iab le  commun i t ies  19 

o f  i n te res t .   Wherever  poss ib le ,  a  concer te d  20 

e f fo r t  shou ld  be  made to  keep  c i t i es ,  towns ,  21 

v i l l ages ,  and  un inco rpora ted  a reas  i n tac t .  22 

 S i x .   Adhere  to  the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t  and 23 

take  i n to  cons idera t ion  Nassau  County ' s  min o r i ty  24 

popu la t i ons .  25 
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 Seven.   Deve lop  and ma in ta in  a  webs i te  2 

where  hear ing  t imes,  l oca t ion  and da tes  are  3 

c lea r l y  pos ted ,  a l l  commi t tee  minu tes  are  c i ted  4 

and reco rded  in  a  t ime ly  fash ion ,  and a l l  5 

p roposed  d is t r i c t  maps  a re  pub l i shed .   Fur t her ,  6 

the  webs i te  shou ld  i nc lude  a l l  da ta  cons ide r ed  by  7 

the  commiss ion  and  a lso  prov ide  a  mechan ism  fo r  8 

members  o f  t he  pub l i c  to  comment  on  propose d  9 

maps .  10 

 We hope tha t  the  l eg is la tu re  w i l l  fo l l ow  11 

these recommenda t ions .   And fo r  a  good  sour ce  o f  12 

i n fo rmat ion  on  red is t r i c t i ng ,  we  a re  mak ing  13 

ava i lab le  to  you  today  th i s  - -  each one o f  y ou  14 

w i l l  ge t  a  copy  o f  a  C i t i zen ' s  Gu ide  to  15 

Red is t r i c t ing ,  p repared by  the  B rennan  Cent e r  fo r  16 

Jus t ice .   So  we  w i l l  be  g i v ing  tha t  to  you now.  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Th ree minu tes  have  18 

exp i red .  19 

 MS.  THOMAS:    So r ry?  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Th ree minu tes  have  21 

exp i red .  22 

 MS.  THOMAS:    I 'm f i n i shed .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wrap  i t  up .   Go 24 

ahead.  25 
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 MS.  THOMAS:    We ' re  f i n i shed .   Tha t ' s  i t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  you  were  the  3 

p r io r  speaker  you wou ld  ge t  30 .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  apprec ia te  i t  5 

i f  t he  peop le  who are  no t  runn ing  th is  meet ing  6 

wou ld  can i t .   I ' l l  make  those  dec is ions .   You  7 

can cont inue .  8 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Thank you,  excep t  tha t  I 'm  9 

f i n i shed .   Bu t  I 'd  l ove  to  hea r  f rom you  ab out  10 

th is .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  w i l l  be  happy to  12 

respond to  you.   F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I 'm  de l igh te d  to  13 

see the  League o f  Women Vo te rs  ra i s ing  i t s  head.   14 

I  don ' t  know where  you  were  i n  2003 when  th e  15 

coun ty  l as t  red i s t r i c ted  i t se l f ,  o r  where  y ou ' ve  16 

been  fo r  t he  las t  ten  years  when  the  Democr a ts  17 

ran  the  Leg is la tu re .  18 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  suspec t  t ha t  in  03  19 

there  wasn ' t  an  i l lega l  red i s t r i c t ing  tha t  was  20 

done  by  the  Democra ts .  21 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Exac t l y .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So tha t  may  have been  23 

why the  League o f  Women Vo te rs  d idn ' t  fee l  t he  24 

need  to  be  he re .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no ,  no .   I 'd  be  2 

happy to  go  ove r  th i s  as  l ong  as  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  know wha t  happened 4 

i n  2011;  tha t  I  know.  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The Coun ty  Char te r  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  do  the  cour ts .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The Count y  Char te r  8 

has  th ree  sec t i ons  - -  112,  113 ,  and - -  111,  112 -9 

-  112,  113 ,  and  114.   112 man dated ,  in  our  10 

op in ion ,  wh ich  has  been accep ted  by  the  Cou r t  o f  11 

Appea ls  tha t  wha t  was done  was  done in  a  le ga l  12 

manner ,  jus t  tha t  the  l i nes  tha t  were  drawn  and 13 

adop ted cou ld  no t  be  used in  l as t  year 's  14 

e lec t i on .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  i f  you  knew tha t  16 

go ing  in ,  you  wou ldn ' t  have done  i t  in  the  f i r s t  17 

p lace ,  Peter .   You  know - -  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Here 's  the  per t i nent  19 

i n fo rmat ion  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    t ha t  as  we l l  as  I  do .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    fo r  the  League  o f  22 

Women Vo te rs .   I  can  assure  you - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  t he  peop le  24 

know and  Mr .  Mu lha l l  know tha t  t ha t  cos t  us  $3  25 
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m i l l ion .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t hey  s t i l l  s top  3 

the i r  ca rp ing  ac ross  the  way.  4 

 I  can  assu re  you  tha t  the  prov is ions  o f  5 

the  Coun ty  Char te r  w i l l  be  fo l lowed to  the  6 

l e t te r .   To  the  le t te r .   The re  w i l l  be  a  7 

commiss ion  ac t i va ted .   I t  w i l l  have ten  mem bers ;  8 

f i ve  w i l l  be  appo in ted  by  myse l f ,  f i ve  w i l l  be  9 

appo in ted  by  the  m inor i t y  leader ,  and the  co un ty  10 

execut ive  w i l l  appo in t  a  non- vo t ing  cha i rman .   11 

That  commiss ion  w i l l  go  o f f  and do  a l l  o f  t he  12 

th ings  tha t  you  ment ioned in  you r  remarks .  13 

 How the  commiss ion  ac ts  - -  you  shou ld  14 

appear ,  when  the  t ime comes,  i n  f ron t  o f  th a t  15 

commiss ion  and aga in  go  over  tha t  l i s t  o f  ho w you 16 

wou ld  l i ke  to  see the  hear ings  and  maps and  so  17 

fo r th  and so  on ,  because  tha t  w i l l  be  up  to  th is  18 

commiss ion  to  do ,  no t  to  th i s  leg i s la tu re .   So  19 

they  w i l l  then go  th rough tha t  p rocess  and then 20 

a t  a  cer ta in  t ime prescr ibed  by  the  Char te r  they  21 

w i l l  p resent  to  the  leg i s la tu re  the i r  22 

recommenda t ions  and then  the  l eg is la tu re  w i l l  23 

dec ide  e i the r  to  accep t  the i r  recommenda t io ns  or  24 

to  subs t i t u te  the i r  own.  25 
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 MS.  EPSTEIN:    Two  quest ions  I  m igh t  ask  2 

on  tha t .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cer ta in l y .  4 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:   One,  when do  you  p lan  to  5 

se t  up  the  adv i sory  commiss ion?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The commiss ion  w i l l  7 

be  ac t iva ted  somet ime be tween  March  and May .   8 

We ' re  work ing  on  de termin ing  a  da te  r i gh t  n ow.  9 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    And  then w i l l  - -  once  the  10 

commiss ion  i s  se t  up  w i l l  the re  be  pub l i c  no t i ce  11 

abou t  any  hear ings  tha t  they  m ight  have so  tha t  12 

we  may  have the  oppor tun i t y  to  speak  be fore  the  13 

commiss ion?  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .   The re  w i l l  be  15 

pub l ic  no t ice .   They  opera te  under  the  same  ru les  16 

and regu la t i ons  tha t  we do .  17 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams.  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    F i r s t ,  I  want  to  19 

thank  you fo r  coming  down.   One qu ick  th ing .  20 

 You had ment ioned independen t  21 

red i s t r i c t ing  i n  you r  comments .   You  shou ld  jus t  22 

know tha t  Sec t i on  114 does  no t  a l l ow  fo r  23 

i ndependen t  red i s t r i c t ing  process  to  ex i s t  here  24 

i n  Nassau County .   Tha t  wou ld  have  to  be  so me 25 
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t ype  o f  change to  the  cu r ren t  Char te r  in  o rd er  2 

fo r  tha t  p rocess  to  go  fo rward .   Wha t  you ' r e  3 

hear ing  now i s  bas ica l l y  t he  cur ren t  p roces s ,  as  4 

they  see  f i t .   So  there  w i l l  no t  be  any  typ e  o f  5 

i ndependen t  rev iew  o f  the  maps  i f  the  Char t e r  was 6 

to  be  executed  the  way  i t  i s  cur ren t ly  t oda y .   7 

Jus t  so  you know.  8 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    We rea l i ze  tha t .    9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .  10 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    The re 's  no th ing  to  say  we  11 

cou ldn ' t  advoca te  fo r  tha t  and  hopefu l l y  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  no t  say ing  you 13 

shou ldn ' t .   And  I  th ink  you shou ld .   I  j us t  14 

wanted  to  make  sure  tha t  you knew tha t  what ' s  15 

spe l led  ou t  i n  the  Char te r  now tha t  ca l l s  f o r  the  16 

m ino r i ty  and  ma jor i t y  pu t t ing  f i ve  members  to  a  17 

pa r t i cu la r  commiss ion  and then  the  county  18 

execut ive  pu t t i ng  the  leader  o f  tha t  commis s ion ,  19 

a  non-vo t i ng  pe rson,  I  j us t  want  you  to  kno w 20 

tha t ' s  no t  t he  equ iva lency  o f  an  i ndependen t  21 

red i s t r i c t ing  commiss ion ,  wh ich  I 'm su re  yo u  22 

know.   But  I  jus t  wanted  to  make  i t  c l ea r  t ha t  23 

tha t  mechan ism i s  no t  there .  24 

 MS.  THOMAS:    We ' re  no t  ask ing  here  25 
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any th ing  tha t  we  a ren ' t  ask ing  o f  New York  S ta te .   2 

O f  cou rse ,  Andrew Cuomo is  ca l l i ng  h imse l f  f o r  an  3 

i ndependen t  commiss ion .   So we ' re  ask ing  4 

essent ia l l y  f o r  the  same th ing .   We ' re  advo cat ing  5 

fo r  tha t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  was  j us t  abou t  7 

to  ask  you .   Obv ious ly ,  the  League  o f  Women  8 

Vo te rs  o f  the  Coun ty  suppor t s  an  i ndependen t  9 

red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess .  10 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    On the  s ta te  l eve l ,  o f  11 

course .   On eve ry  leve l  o f  governmen t ,  f ran k ly .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .   On  the  13 

Nassau  County  l eve l .  14 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    As  we l l  as  the  s ta te .  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    As  we l l  as  on  the  16 

s ta te .   Thank  you.  17 

 MS.  THOMAS:    I  jus t  have a  ques t ion  18 

abou t  i t .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The commiss ion  - -  20 

you ' l l  have an  independent  commiss ion ,  t ha t ' s  21 

what  the  f i ve  members  and the  f i ve  members .   22 

That 's  an  independen t  commiss ion .  23 

 MS.  THOMAS:   My  ques t ion  i s  - -  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The Sta te  o f  New York  25 
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doesn ' t  have  tha t .   They  don ' t  have a  2 

red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess  tha t ' s  - -  they  don ' t  h ave a  3 

Char te r .   They  don ' t  have a  red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess  4 

tha t ' s  a  gu ide l i ne  o r  ch ise led  i n  s tone fo r  them 5 

to  fo l low eve ry  ten  years ;  we  do .  6 

 MS.  THOMAS:    R igh t .   The ques t ion  I  7 

wou ld  ra ise  i s  - -  one o f  t he  th ings  tha t  we  8 

ta lked  about  was  a  webs i te  fo r  t he  commiss i on .   9 

Now,  i s  tha t  under  the i r  j u r i sd i c t ion  or  i s  tha t  10 

someth ing  tha t  t he  Leg is la tu re  can  request  o f  11 

them? 12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We l l ,  we  can  request  13 

i t  bu t  t he  commiss ion  has  a  budget ,  and i t ' s  a  14 

ha l f  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs  - -  15 

 MS.  THOMAS:    R igh t .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    and i f  t hey  w ish  to  17 

expend  o r  use  the  coun ty  webs i te  - -  when  we  ge t  18 

to  tha t  po in t  I 'm su re  someth ing  can  be  work ed  19 

ou t .   The county  has  a  webs i te  and  we have the  20 

ab i l i t y  to  make  one ava i lab le  to  them and w e  21 

ce r ta in l y  wou ld  do  so .  22 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Thank you ve ry  much.   23 

Apprec ia te  i t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may,  Peter .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Oh ,  yes ,  o f  course .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Jus t  so  you  know,  3 

I  heard  the  P res id ing  Of f i ce r  ment ion  tha t  t h i s  4 

i s  an  independen t  commiss ion .   I n  ou r  es t im a t ion ,  5 

i n  our  po in t  o f  v iew ,  b ipa r t i sansh ip ,  in  te rms  o f  6 

bo th  s ides  p i ck ing  members  i s  no t  the  equ iv a lency  7 

o f  red is t r i c t ing  be ing  i ndependent .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  was  ten  yea rs  ago .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    The  Cuomo 10 

leg i s la t ion ,  wh ich  I  am su re  wh ich  you  have  read ,  11 

requ i res  a  l eve l  o f  s teps  as  we l l  as  the  c r i te r i a  12 

i n  se lec t i ng  the  members  to  the  commiss ion  i n  13 

te rms o f  t he i r  backg round and  no t  hav ing  pr ev ious  14 

- -  no t  be ing  p rev ious  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s ,  so  on  15 

and so  fo r th .   So we  jus t  don ' t  want  you  to  16 

l eave,  and  I 'm sure  you ' re  no t ,  w i th  the  17 

m isconcept ion  tha t  b ipar t i san  in  se lec t i ng  th i s  18 

commiss ion  i s  t he  equ iva lency  o f  i ndependen t  19 

red i s t r i c t ing .  20 

 MS.  THOMAS:    I  unders tand .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And I  wou ld  sugges t  22 

s ince  you weren ' t  a round  in  2003  tha t  you g e t ,  my 23 

o f f i ce  wou ld  be  happy to  make  i t  ava i l ab le  to  24 

you,  t ha t  you  rev iew  the  t ranscr ip ts  o f  the  25 
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hear ings  tha t  were  he ld  and hear  then-Pres i d ing  2 

O f f i ce r  Judy  Jacobs ta lk  abou t  wha t  an  3 

i ndependen t  commiss ion  has  do ne and how i t ' s  4 

b ipa r t i san  because  o f  the  mino r i ty  l eader 's  5 

appo in tmen ts  and  p res id ing  o f f i cer ' s  appo in tment .   6 

I t  was  good enough  ten  yea rs  ago ;  i t ' s  good  7 

enough  fo r  now.   We ' re  go ing  to  fo l l ow  the  8 

Char te r  to  the  l e t te r .   I t ' s  t he  l aw .   I t ' s  no t  9 

my  cho ice ,  i t ' s  the  law.  10 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:   I  unders tand  you ' re  11 

fo l l ow ing  the  char te r ,  okay .   Bu t  the  po in t  i s  12 

tha t  wha t  we  wan t  i s  t o  have  an  open  and  13 

t ransparen t  p rocess  tha t  f o l l ows  wha t  the  C har te r  14 

says  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And you w i l l  have i t .  16 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:   so  tha t  the  res idents  o f  17 

Nassau  County  have  an  oppor tun i t y  to  speak as  to  18 

the i r  pa r t i cu la r  po in ts  o f  v iew,  be fore  and  19 

a f te r .  20 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    And  tha t  you w i l l  have.   21 

And i f  you  have  any  comp la in ts  o r  i f  you  ha ve - -  22 

i f  you  see  tha t  no t  be ing  the  case ,  fee l  f re e  to  23 

contac t  my  o f f i ce  and we ' l l  ge t  invo lved  to  f i x  24 

tha t .   We ' re  go ing  to  have  t ransparency .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  don ' t  wan t  to  2 

make  a  bone o f  con ten t ion .   I  th ink  the  maj o r i t y  3 

had an  oppor tun i ty .   Las t  yea r  they  took  4 

advantage o f  an  oppor tun i t y  t o  no t  do  someth ing  5 

t ransparen t  and  t r y  to  ram a  red is t r i c t i ng  p lan  6 

i n  a  mat te r  o f  t h ree  weeks  th rough  th i s  7 

l eg i s la tu re .  8 

 I t ' s  hys te r i ca l  to  me -  why I 'm laugh ing  9 

i n  my head .   The  fac t  rema ins  tha t  t h i s  10 

l eg i s la tu re  took  a  vo te  in  a  mat te r  o f  t h ree  11 

weeks ,  wh ich  the  S ta te  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  bas i ca l l y  12 

reve rsed  tha t  dec i s ion ,  and fo r  them to  say  tha t  13 

tha t  p rocess  was  t ransparent  i s  a lmost  l aug hab le .   14 

I t  rea l l y  t ru ly  i s .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  was  conducted  16 

acco rd ing  to  the  Char te r  and  fo l lowed every  ru le  17 

o f  l aw .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Unfor tuna te ly ,  the  19 

h ighes t  cour t  i n  the  s ta te  d id  no t  agree  w i th  20 

you.  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th ree  mi l l ion  22 

do l l a rs  la te r ,  t hough.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t ' s  concen t ra te  on  24 

2012  and  wha t  ou r  respons ib i l i t i es  under  th e  25 
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Char te r  a re .   You and I  bo th  sha re  2 

respons ib i l i t ies  and  lega l  manda tes  to  per f o rm 3 

ce r ta in  du t i es ,  and I 'm go ing  to  per fo rm th em on  4 

my  s ide ;  I  assume you w i l l  comply  w i th  them .  5 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:   We ' re  look ing  fo rward  to  6 

fo l l ow ing  wha t  the  Char te r  sa ys  and to  have  the  7 

p rocess  tha t  i s  amenab le  to  the  res idents  o f  8 

Nassau  County ,  t ha t  they  have  an  oppor tun i t y  to  9 

speak be fo re  the  maps are  drawn and a f te r  t he  10 

maps  a re  d rawn so  tha t  t hey  fee l  t ha t  they ' re  11 

hav ing  i nput  on  to  wha t ' s  go ing  on .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  t hank  you  very  much  14 

fo r  coming  down and speak ing  about  th i s  bec ause 15 

i t  i s  ve ry ,  very  impor tan t .  16 

 Rest  assured ,  I  l i ke  many o f  t he  17 

recommenda t ions ,  i f  no t  a l l  o f  t hem,  tha t  y ou 18 

have  made.   And  I  do  be l ieve  tha t  we  need t o  have 19 

pub l ic  i nput  on  the  red i s t r i c t ing .   Even  th e  l as t  20 

t ime  when they  red is t r i c ted ,  when we  ta l ked  abou t  21 

some o f  the  v i l l ages  and  some o f  t he  sma l le r  22 

a reas  tha t  have  been  cu t  i n  ha l f ,  I  th ink  t ha t  23 

even  fo r  us ,  we  have  the  sma l l  a rea  o f  I s la nd 24 

Park  tha t  has  been  separa ted .   And  hopefu l l y  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  50 Full Legislature – 2-27-12 

under  the  - -  when we  do red is t r i c t ing  tha t  w e 2 

wou ld  pu t  i t  back  toge ther ,  so  to  speak.   A nd I  3 

unders tand  what  the  concern  i s .   Because  a  l o t  o f  4 

t imes w i th  the  v i l lages ,  t hey  are  such  smal l  5 

l i t t le  hamle ts  tha t  a l l  o f  a  sudden i f  t hey  are  6 

d i v ided,  i ns tead  o f  hav ing  one  person repre sen t  7 

them they  go t  t o  t ry  to ,  l i ke ,  work  w i th  tw o  8 

d i f f e ren t  peop le .   So I  t ru l y  unders tand  an d  9 

apprec ia te  every th ing  tha t  you 've  sa id .    10 

 And I  do  be l i eve  tha t  th is  i s  - -  11 

rega rd less  o f  what  happened las t  yea r  i t  wa s ,  you 12 

know I  d idn ' t  ag ree w i th  i t ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a  new 13 

year .   Le t ' s  t r y  to  s ta r t  the  process  and d o  i t  14 

r i gh t .  15 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    R igh t .   And  a l so ,  we 16 

rea l i ze  tha t  the  p rocess  a f fec ts  a l l  o f  us  fo r  17 

the  nex t  t en  yea rs ,  so  i t ' s  impor tan t  to  kee p 18 

tha t  i n  mind .   And  thank  you  very  much  fo r  you r  19 

t ime .   We rea l l y  app rec ia te  i t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   We ' re  go ing  to  22 

- -  t ha t  conc ludes  more  than h a l f  an  hour  o f  23 

pub l ic  comment .   So  we ' re  go ing  to  go  to  th e  24 

ca lendar  and  conduct  t he  bus iness  o f  t he  25 
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ca lendar ,  and  then  we w i l l  r e tu rn  to  pub l ic  2 

comment .   I  don ' t  expec t  t h i s  ca lendar  w i l l  take  3 

ve ry  l ong.  4 

 As  I  i nd ica ted  a t  the  s ta r t  o f  t he  5 

meet ing ,  many  i t ems are  no t  go ing  to  be  ca l l ed  6 

tha t  a re  l i s ted  on  the  ca lendar .   We have a  7 

consen t  - -  wha t  we  ca l l  a  consen t  ca lendar ,  wh ich  8 

a re  i t ems tha t  t he  M inor i t y  and Ma jo r i t y  ag ree  9 

shou ld  j us t  be  passed because  they 've  been ve t ted  10 

i n  commi t tees .   So  I 'm  go ing  to  ca l l  t ha t  c onsen t  11 

ca lendar  now.  12 

 I t em Number  6 ,  Reso lu t ion  Number  16 ;  I tem 13 

7 ,  Ord inance  Number  8 ;  I tem 9 ,  Ord inance  Nu mber  14 

10 ;  I t em 10,  Ord inance  Number  11 ;  I t em 11,  15 

Ord inance Number  12 ;  I tem 12 ,  Ord inance Num ber  16 

13 ;  I t em 13,  Ord inance  Number  14 ;  I t em 14,  17 

Ord inance Number  15 ;  I tem 15 ,  Ord inance Num ber  18 

16 ;  I t em 16,  Ord inance  Number  17 ;  I t em 17,  19 

Ord inance Number  18 ;  I tem 18 ,  Ord inance Num ber  20 

19 ;  I t em 19,  Ord inance  Number  20 ;  I t em 20,  21 

Ord inance Number  21 ;  I tem 23 ,  Ord inance Num ber  22 

24 ;  I t em 24,  Ord inance  Number  25 ;  I t em 26,  23 

Ord inance Number  - -  I 'm so r ry  - -  I tem 25 ,  24 

Ord inance Number  26 ;  I tem 26,  Ord inance Numb er  25 
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27 ;  I t em 27,  Ord inance  Number  28 ;  I t em 28,  2 

Ord inance Number  29 ;  I tem 29 ,  Ord inance Num ber  3 

30 ;  I t em 30,  Ord inance  Number  31 ;  I t em 31,  4 

Ord inance Number  32 ;  I tem 32 ,  Ord inance Num ber  5 

33 ;  I t em 33,  Ord inance  Number  34 ;  I t em 34,  6 

Ord inance Number  35 ;  I tem 35 ,  Ord inance Num ber  7 

36 ;  I t em 37,  Ord inance  Number  38 ;  I t em 39,  8 

Ord inance Number  17  - -  I 'm  so r ry ,  I t em 39 i s  a  9 

Reso lu t i on  Number  17 ;  I t em 44 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  10 

22 ;  I t em 45,  Reso lu t ion  Number  23 ;  I tem 48,  11 

Reso lu t i on  Number  26 ;  I t em 47 ,  Reso lu t ion  Nu mber  12 

25 ;  I t em 48,  Reso lu t ion  Number  26 ;  I tem 49,  13 

Reso lu t i on  Number  27 ;  I t em 50 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  14 

28 ;  I t em 51,  Reso lu t ion  Number  29 ;  I tem 52,  15 

Reso lu t i on  Number  30 ;  I t em 53 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  16 

31 ;  I t em 54,  Reso lu t ion  Number  32 ;  I tem 55,  17 

Reso lu t i on  Number  33 ;  I t em 56 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  18 

34 ;  I t em 57,  Reso lu t ion  Number  35 ;  I tem 58,  19 

Reso lu t i on  Number  36 ;  I t em 60 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  20 

38 ;  I t em 61,  Reso lu t ion  Number  39 ;  I tem 62,  21 

Reso lu t i on  Number  40 ;  I t em 63 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  22 

41 ;  I t em 64,  Reso lu t ion  Number  42 ;  I tem 65,  23 

Reso lu t i on  Number  43 ;  I t em 66 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  24 

44 .  25 
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 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  5 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  6 

 Any  pub l ic  comment  on  any  o f  t hose  i tems?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  13 

 Jus t  f o r  t he  record ,  we are  no t  ca l l ing  14 

I t em Number  1 ,  I tem Number  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 ,  I t em 15 

Number  8 ,  I t em Numbers  21 ,  22 ,  I tem Number  36 ,  16 

I t em Number  40 ,  41 ,  42 ,  43 ,  46 ,  38  as  we l l ,  I t em 17 

Number  59  and  I tem Number  67 .     18 

 I  am go ing  to  recess  th i s  mee t ing ,  19 

sub jec t  to  the  ca l l  o f  t he  Cha i r  a t  wh ich  t ime  we 20 

w i l l  r eassemb le  and take  care  o f  bus iness .   So ,  21 

th is  mee t ing  w i l l  be  i n  recess .  22 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  recessed 23 

a t  2 :10  p .m. )  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  go ing  to  re tu rn  25 
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to  pub l i c  comment .  2 

 The Cha i r  recogn izes  Leg is la to r  Rose  3 

Wa lker .  4 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I ' d  j us t  l i ke  to  5 

take  a  moment  and ask  each  and  eve ry  one  o f  you 6 

to  keep a  young  Be thpage  res iden t ,  a  f i r e f i gh ter ,  7 

Kev in  O 'Too le ,  22  years  o ld .   He 's  a  vo lun t eer  8 

f i re f i gh te r  i n  Bethpage.   Bu t  he  a lso  vo lun tee rs  9 

wh i l e  he 's  away  a t  co l lege  in  Mary land .   He  was 10 

one o f  t he  f i remen  ser ious ly  hur t ,  ac tua l l y  he 's  11 

i n  c r i t i ca l  cond i t ion  a long w i th  ano ther  12 

f i re f i gh te r ,  th i s  weekend.   I f  you  wou ld  p l ease 13 

keep  Kev in  O 'Too le  i n  your  thoughts  and pra yers  14 

and h i s  fami l y ,  as  we l l  as  f i r e f igh ter  E tha n  15 

Sere l ,  who  was 21  years  o ld  and who is  a lso  in  16 

c r i t i ca l  cond i t i on .   I  j us t  ask  you to  reme mber  17 

a l l  o f  t hem.   Thank you.  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  19 

 Bever l y  V i sconte  f rom Ba ldwin .  20 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Good  a f te rnoon .    21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  22 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    I ’m Bever l y  V i scon te .   23 

I 'm speak ing  on  beha l f  o f  S lu dge  S toppers  Ta sk  24 

Fo rce  and We,  The Peop le ,  Save  our  Waters  25 
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Coa l i t ion .  2 

 The gent leman  speak ing  be fore  brough t  up  3 

a  ve ry  good ques t ion ;  what  can  we a f fo rd  to  l i ve  4 

w i th?   I 'm  he re  to  speak  up  aga ins t  the  p la n  to  5 

the  p lan ,  the  p roposa l ,  even  the  i dea o f  6 

p r iva t iz ing  our  sewage  t rea tment  p lan ts  in  G len  7 

Cove ,  in  Bay  Park ,  and  Cedar  Creek .   Th i s  i s  no t  8 

someth ing  we  can  a f fo rd  to  l i ve  w i th .  9 

 The mo t i ve  he re  is  a  one - t ime  f i nanc ia l  10 

w ind fa l l  t ha t  wou ld  he lp  c lose  the  budge t  g ap.   11 

Bu t  then  tha t ' s  i t .   The re 's  no  more  money a f te r  12 

tha t .   On ly ,  f rom my  po in t  o f  v iew ,  nega t iv e  13 

rami f i ca t i ons .   I t ' s  no t  l i ke  we  won ' t  be  n eed ing  14 

these fac i l i t ies  anymore .   O f  course ,  the  15 

co rpora t ion  tha t  ge ts  a  ho ld  o f  i t  i s  in  th e  16 

bus iness  o f  mak ing  p ro f i t ,  b ig  p ro f i t s .   An d  how 17 

a re  they  go ing  to  do  tha t?    Cut t i ng  cos ts .   18 

Cu t t ing  cos ts  such  as  downs iz ing  the  work fo rce  a t  19 

the  p lan ts ,  cu t t ing  cos ts  on  mater ia ls  and 20 

equ ipmen t .   Not  good .   Not  good fo r  any  o f  us  21 

l i v i ng  i n  Nassau  County .  22 

 They  can  a lso  ra ise  pro f i t s  by  ra i s ing  23 

revenues ,  a t t rac t i ng  more  bus iness .   New Yo rk  24 

C i ty  i s  look ing  fo r  a  p lace  to  l eave  the i r  25 
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sewage .   Suf fo l k  County  i s  l ook ing  fo r  a  p l ace .   2 

Then  the re 's  the  ups ta te  hyd ro  f rack ing  was te  3 

wa te r  peop le  who  a re  l ook ing  fo r  a  p lace  to  4 

un load  the i r  was te  water  l ook ing  towards  Lon g 5 

I s land  sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts  to  do  tha t .   Th is  6 

i s  no t  good fo r  us .   I t ' s  no t  good  fo r  our  7 

env i ronmen t ,  ou r  p roper t y  va lues .   F la t  ou t ,  i t  8 

i s  no t  a  good  idea .  9 

 My  p roposa l  i s  t ha t  we  d rop  th is  i dea a l l  10 

toge ther .   Le t ' s  ge t  our  p lan ts  back  i n to  go od  11 

work ing  orde r  they  way  they  used  to  be ,  A-p l us  12 

p lan ts .   Use  Glen  Cove  as  an  examp le .   They  have  13 

$75 mi l l ion  i n  reserves  a l ready  tha t  can  be  used  14 

to  beg in  some o f  t he  upgrades  in  Bay  Park ,  i n  15 

Cedar  Creek .   Maybe app ly  to  the  s ta te ,  fed e ra l  16 

fund ing  to  he lp  w i th  th i s .   Ask  the  vo te rs .   The  17 

vo te rs  on  Long I s land have  been exce l l en t  a t  18 

respond ing  to  env i ronmen ta l  i ssues .   Ask  th e  19 

vo te rs  i f  they  w i l l  approve bond  money .   As k  the  20 

vo te rs  to  pay  more  tax .   Somet imes  pay ing  m ore  21 

tax  is  be t te r  t han  the  pa in  o f  ge t t i ng  back door  22 

taxes ,  t he  pa in  o f  l os ing  se rv ices ,  the  pa i n  o f  23 

l os ing  you r  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  on  Long Is land.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me  one second .  25 
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 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Su re .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  you jus t  say  tha t  3 

- -  4 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Where  am I  l ook ing?  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Up  here .   R igh t  he re .  6 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Okay .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  you say  tha t  G len  8 

Cove  i s  an  examp le  o f  a  we l l  run  p lan t?  9 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Yes .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You know G len Cove  i s  11 

run  pr iva te l y .  12 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    No ,  no .   I t ' s  managed - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I t ' s  no t .   14 

That 's  j us t  no t  t rue .  15 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:   bu t  i t ' s  no t  owned by  16 

Severn  T rent .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No .   I t ' s  owned by  18 

Nassau  County .  19 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Yes .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And i t ' s  county  21 

employees tha t  work  there ,  Pe ter .  22 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Pe r fec t .   Yes .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    How come eve ry  t ime 24 

there ' s  a  conversa t i on  l ook ing  ou t  t he re  I  hea r  25 
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chat te r  f rom ove r  he re?  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Because you don ' t  3 

want  to  l i s ten .   Severn  Tren t  - -  t he  county  4 

p lan ts  a t  Cedar  Creek  and Bay  Park  have - -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wonder fu l .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    have  an  ou ts ide  7 

opera tor  - -  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  ou t  o f  o rde r .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    too  r i gh t  now.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Go  ahead .   Con t inue.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    They  do .   Wake  12 

up .  13 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    Ready?  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ready.  15 

 MS.  V ISCONTE:    As  I  was  say ing ,  some 16 

t ime  more  tax  i s  l ess  pa in fu l  than  backdoor  17 

taxes ,  l oss  o f  serv i ces ,  l oss  o f  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe .   18 

Bu t  i f  you  won ' t  d rop  th is  i ssue  a l l  t ogeth e r  - -  19 

Mr .  Schmi t t .   Okay .    20 

 I  p ropose tha t  we es tab l i sh  a  c i t i zen  21 

adv i so ry  commi t tee  to  be  a  pa r t  o f  t h i s  p la nn ing ,  22 

to  dec ide  whe the r  we  need pr i va t iza t ion  a t  a l l .   23 

You need  to  have  c i t i zens  o f  Nassau Coun ty  24 

i nvo lved  in  th i s .   The  sewage  t rea tmen t  p la n ts  25 
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a re  ou r  p roper t y .   We ' re  go ing  to  be  the  on es  2 

tha t  a re  pay ing  fo r  th is  a f te r  you  un load i t  on  3 

to  a  p r i va te  company .   A  c i t i zen 's  adv isory  4 

commi t tee  cou ld  a l so  ac t  as  a  wa tchdog  in  t he  5 

opera t ion  o f  the  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan t  so  t ha t  6 

they  won ' t  be  a l lowed to  dep rec ia te  aga in .  7 

 We,  The Peop le ,  want  to  be  ab le  to  8 

p ro tec t  ou rse lves  as  taxpayers ,  to  p ro tec t  our  9 

p roper ty  va lues ,  and  to  p ro tec t  ou r  wa te rwa ys ,  10 

bays ,  and beaches tha t  a re  so  inva luab le  to  us  as  11 

Long  I s landers .   And  se l l i ng  o f f  t he  sewage  12 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts  i s  no t  the  answer .  13 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  15 

 He lene  Manas  o f  Mer r ick .  16 

 MS.  MANAS:    Good a f te rnoon.   My  name is  17 

He lene  Manas  and  I 'm  here  as  a  Mer r i ck  res i den t .   18 

I  jus t  have to  say  i t ' s  f reez ing  i n  he re .   I s  i t  19 

a lways  th i s  co ld?  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  cer ta in ly  i s .  21 

 MS.  MANAS:    Oh  my  God .  22 

 I  a l so  wan ted  to  ta l k  abou t  the  sa le  o r  23 

l ease o f  t he  sewage p lan ts .  24 

 I  know tha t  t he re  was a  cont rac t  made 25 
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w i th  Morgan S tan ley ,  and  they ' re  supposed t o  be  2 

pa id  $500,000  by  the  county  to  f ind  a  pr iva te  3 

co rpora t ion  to  buy  o r  lease ou r  sewage  t rea tment  4 

p lan ts .   Then  they  ge t  a  t ransac t i on  fee  o f  no t  5 

l ess  than $5  mi l l i on  i f  they  make a  dea l .   Morgan 6 

S tan ley  makes  $5  m i l l i on  whe ther  i t  i s  a  go od or  7 

bad dea l  f o r  the  county .    8 

 So ,  f i rs t  I  wan t  to  know i f  t he  coun ty  i s  9 

so  i n  debt  and we have  no  money tha t  we ' re  l ay ing  10 

o f f  po l i ce  o f f i cers ,  c los ing  p rec inc ts ,  and  11 

t r y ing  to  se l l  o f f  our  sewage  p lan ts ,  why  d o  you  12 

have  $5  mi l l i on  to  pay  Morgan  Stan ley  to  lo ok  fo r  13 

a  pr iva t iza t i on  company?   I t  doesn ' t  make a ny  14 

sense to  me.  15 

 Then ,  f rom what  I  unders tand ,  now the  16 

Nassau  res idents  pay  approx ima te ly  $185 a  y ear  i n  17 

sewage  taxes .   Mun ic ipa l i t ies  whose STPs  ar e  18 

p r iva te l y  owned  are  pay ing  as  much  as  $185 per  19 

month .   I  don ' t  want  to  pay  a  backdoor  tax  o f  20 

$185  a  mon th  to  a  p r iva te  company.   I f  I 'm go ing  21 

to  have to  pay  the  money  I  wou ld  ra the r  i t  be  22 

up f ron t  and I ' l l  pay  my taxes  and know tha t  I  own 23 

the  sewage  compan ies  and  I  can  have ques t io ns  24 

answered .   Because  once i t ' s  a  p r i va te  comp any ,  25 
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they  don ' t  answer  to  me,  bu t  t he  county  doe s .  2 

 I  th ink  you rea l l y  need - -  I  app rec ia te  3 

tha t  Leg is la to r  Fo rd  sa id  tha t  she 's  go ing  t o  4 

l ook  i n to  th i s  be fore  you make  any  dec is ion s ,  and 5 

I  rea l l y  hope  you are  s incere  abou t  tha t .   We 6 

need  you r  vo te ,  i f  i t  ever  comes  to  i t ,  in  o rder  7 

fo r  i t  t o  be  fa i r .  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wa i t .   Pe ter .   11 

Pe te r .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yeah .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    He lene ,  thanks  14 

fo r  coming  down.   You have  p r i va te  water  o r  15 

pub l ic?  16 

 MS.  MANAS:    Yes .   I  do .   Aqua .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wi th  Aqua,  i n  18 

p r iva te  wa te r ,  you  don ' t  pay  a  water  tax .   19 

No th ing  tha t  you  pay  i s  tax  deduct ib le ,  cor rec t?  20 

 MS.  MANAS:    Yes .   Cor rec t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  pay ing  22 

abou t  $1 ,000  a  yea r  fo r  wa te r?  23 

 MS.  MANAS:    Yes .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Those  o f  us  who 25 
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su f fe r  pay ing  $1 ,000  a  yea r  fo r  wa te r ,  when  o the r  2 

peop le  a re  pay ing  abou t  200 a  year  because they  3 

have  a  pub l i c  en t i t y ,  see  tha t  i f  you ' re  t r y ing  4 

no t  to  burden  taxpayers  w i th  more  b i l l s ,  on e  o f  5 

the  wors t  ways  to  go  i s  a  monopo ly  ove r  a  p ub l ic  6 

necess i t y .  7 

 MS.  MANAS:    Yes .  I  ag ree w i th  you .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thanks .  9 

 MS.  MANAS:    Thank  you .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Adam Haber .   Adam the  11 

s l ip  you  f i l l ed  ou t  says  35  Crab  App le  Dr iv e  bu t  12 

there ' s  no  communi ty  l i s ted .  13 

 MR.  HABER:    I t ' s  in  Eas t  H i l l s .   H i  14 

everybody.   How are  you do ing?    15 

 I ' ve  been coming  to  these mee t ings  s ince  16 

l as t  June.   L is ten ing  to  the  conversa t ions  tha t  17 

you ' ve  been hav ing  on  many  impor tan t  t op ics ,  such 18 

as  budge t  de f ic i t s ,  the  Co l i seum re ferendum ,  19 

p r iva t iz ing  sewage  fac i l i t ies ,  red is t r i c t in g ,  20 

shou ld  the re  be  a  coun ty  cor rec t ions  rev iew  21 

board ,  and  t ransgender  r igh ts ,  a  hos t  o f  i s sues ,  22 

many  impor tan t  t op ics .    23 

 What  I ' ve  no t iced  - -  and  I  read av id ly ,  24 

a l l  the  b logs ,  a l l  t he  newspapers ,  eve ry th i ng .   25 
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There ' s  been  l i t t l e  po l l ing  on  pub l i c  sent i men t  2 

on  many o f  t hese  top ics .   I t  seems  tha t  much  o f  3 

the  t ime  these dec is ions  happen in  a  vacuum  4 

w i thou t  the  i dea  o f  a  chance  o f  success .   F o r  5 

example ,  t he  Augus t  re fe rendum on the  Nassa u  6 

Co l i seum p ro jec t  wh ich  fa i led  by  a  l a rge  7 

pe rcen tage .   In  response  to  th is ,  I  c rea ted  a  8 

webs i te  ca l l ed  Nassausuggest i onbox .com.   Th i s  i s  9 

a  nonpar t i san  webs i te .   There  w i l l  be  no  ad s  fo r  10 

the  f i rs t  severa l  months .   The re  w i l l  be  no  11 

pe rcep t ion  o f  b ias .  12 

 The pu rpose o f  t h i s  webs i te  i s  t o  he lp  13 

the  commun i t y ,  wh ich  i s  Nassau .   I t ' s  to  ed uca te  14 

peop le  about  the  i ssues  fac in g  Nassau County ,  to  15 

submi t  i deas  to  improve coun ty  governmen t ,  t o  16 

vo te  and  comment  on  ideas  tha t  peop le  l i ke  and  17 

d i s l i ke ,  t o  l ea rn  abou t  the  cand ida tes  tha t  a re  18 

runn ing ,  t o  par t i c ipa te  in  week ly  s t raw po l l s  on  19 

cu r ren t  i ssues ,  and to  eas i l y  learn  how to  20 

contac t  your  loca l  rep resenta t ives .   Our  go a l  in  21 

the  deve lopment  o f  t h i s  pub l i c  f o rum i s  so  tha t  22 

there  cou ld  be  a  p lace  where  c i t i zens  can l earn  23 

abou t  impor tan t  po l i cy  i ssues  in  Nassau Cou n ty  24 

and le t  the i r  i deas  and concep ts  be  known.   25 
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 I  a l so  have an  i ssue  o f  the  w eek  - -  i t  2 

w i l l  be  an  i ssue  o f  two weeks  because I  s ta r ted  a  3 

so f t  l aunch o f  t he  webs i te  today  and  I 'm  do ing  a  4 

ha rd  l aunch nex t  Wednesday ,  wh ich  w i l l  i nc l ude  5 

ha l f  page ads  i n  a l l  o f  the  Anton, Richner, and 6 

LM Publications, a  Newsday  e - mai l  b las t .   I ' l l  be  7 

sponsor ing  News  12 ,  h ighway s ign .   I 'm  rea l l y  8 

spend ing  a  l o t  o f  money to  ge t  t he  word  ou t  to  9 

t r y  and ge t  more  par t i c i pa t i on  i n  the  commu n i t y .  10 

 The f i rs t  i ssue  o f  t he  week,  wh ich  shou ld  11 

be  i n te res t i ng ,  i s  about  pub l i c  sa fe ty  and the  12 

po l i ce  p rec inc t  conso l ida t ion .   I t  r ead as ,  13 

Nassau  County  wants  to  conso l i da te  e igh t  po l i ce  14 

p rec inc ts  to  fou r  in  o rder  to  save  money .   County  15 

Execut ive  Mangano sa id  the re  w i l l  no t  be  a  16 

decrease  o f  cars  i n  the  s t ree t  and  Nassau w i l l  17 

save  approx imate ly  $20  m i l l i on  per  yea r .   Sh ou ld  18 

Nassau  County  go  ahead  w i th  the  conso l ida t i on  19 

p lan?   And my hope two weeks  f rom now i s  y ou 20 

w i l l  know how the  pub l ic  f ee l s  about  i t .   I  t r ied  21 

ve ry  hard  w i th  the  word ing  to  make  i t  22 

nonpar t i san .   I  took  a  g radua te  c lass  in  po l l i ng  23 

to  make su re  tha t  I  was  no t  do ing  Democra t  o r  24 

Repub l ican .   Th i s  cou ld  be  a  s i t e  where  the  25 
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commun i t y  can  come togethe r  and comment .   I t ' s  2 

no t  a  s i te  where  peop le  are  go ing  to  be  s i t t ing  3 

home and  comp la in ing .   I  r ese rve  the  r igh t  t o  4 

de le te  comments  tha t  a re  f i l l ed  w i th  v i t r io l  and  5 

a re  no t  p roduc t i ve .   I  t h ink  we need  1 .3  pe op le  6 

comment ing  on  how we  shou ld  he lp  the  county  and 7 

the i r  inpu t  as  opposed  to  jus t  19 ;  i t  w i l l  he lp  8 

you guys  ou t .  9 

 I n  c los ing ,  i f  t he re 's  any  v i l lage ,  town  10 

o r  c i t y  he re  or  any  nonpro f i t  o rgan iza t i on  t ha t  11 

wou ld  l i ke  the  code tha t  I  c rea ted  fo r  t h is  12 

webs i te ,  I 'd  be  happy to  g ive  i t  t o  them f r ee  o f  13 

charge  so  they  cou ld  c rea te  the i r  own commu n i t ies  14 

and ge t  the i r  vo ices  heard .  15 

 Thanks  so  much.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  i f  I  18 

cou ld .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Adam,  I  j us t  want  to  21 

thank  you fo r  coming  down.   I  th ink  i t ' s  a  very  22 

i nnova t i ve  i dea  you have  and  I  hope i t  t ake s  o f f  23 

because,  qu i te  f rank ly ,  we  a l l  know tha t  th e re  24 

a re  ce r ta in  avenues r i gh t  now  tha t  peop le  te nd  to  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  66 Full Legislature – 2-27-12 

take ,  usua l l y  unan imous ly  and  a lways  2 

v i t r io l i ca l l y ,  i t  seems.   I  hope  tha t  yours  w i l l  3 

be  a  re f resh ing  a l te rna t ive  to  wha t  we  gene ra l l y  4 

hear  anonymous ly  i n  te rms o f  con ten t  and  co n tex t ,  5 

fo r  tha t  mat te r .  6 

 Bu t  I  thank  you  ve ry  much fo r  th is  i dea.  7 

 MR.  HABER:    Thank  you .   I  spent  a  l o t  o f  8 

t ime  and  energy .   I  have  abou t  15  peop le  th a t  I  9 

know th rough  the  d i f fe ren t  bus inesses  tha t  a re  10 

i nvo lved  w i th  the  webs i te  des ign .   The  layo u t  i s  11 

c lean,  easy  to  use ,  in fo rmat i ve .   There  are  many  12 

d i f f e ren t  th ings  tha t  have  to  do  w i th  gover nment  13 

on  the re  no t  jus t  the  th ings  tha t  I  ment ion ed.   14 

There ' s  ac tua l l y  a  po l l  fo r  t he  Repub l ican  15 

cand ida tes  fo r  p res ident  r igh t  now.   I t ' s  g o ing  16 

to  be  a  ve ry  cheap  way  fo r  peop le  to  rea l l y  see 17 

and ge t  the  pu lse  on  any  i ssues .  18 

 I  a l so  c rea ted  l inks ,  whethe r  you l i ke  19 

th is  o r  no t  Wayne,  fo r  each ind i v idua l  l eg i s la to r  20 

so  peop le  can  g i ve  you  sugges t ions .   Jus t ,  f o r  21 

example ,  no t  to  p i ck  on  you.   I  pos ted  one 22 

yes terday  about  some bus  s tops  on  Glen  Cove  Road  23 

tha t  I  f ee l  need  to  be  pu t  i n .   These are  24 

commun i t y  i ssues .   They  cou ld  range f rom ve ry  25 
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m inu te  commun i t y  i ssues  to  ve ry  b road issue s .   2 

There  are  ove r  20  idea  top ics  tha t  peop le  c an 3 

p i ck  f rom.   You  can see what  a re  the  mos t  p opu la r  4 

i deas ,  wh ich  w in  by  the  la rge  marg ins ,  recen t  5 

i deas .   I t ' s  a  fun  s i t e .   I t ' s  easy  to  use .   6 

Aga in ,  I 'm  w i l l i ng  to  g i ve  i t  to  any  towns,  7 

c i t i es ,  v i l l age .   Th is  i s  fo r  the  bene f i t  o f  Long 8 

I s land .  9 

 I  love  where  I  l i ve .   I  th ink  th is  i s  an  10 

easy  way  to  make  th ings  a  l i t t le  b i t  be t te r .   11 

Commun ica t ion  i s  t he  key  to  success  in  any t h ing .   12 

I  th ink  th is  wou ld  be  a  grea t  way fo r  peop l e  to  13 

commun ica te  and  ge t  the i r  ideas  ac ross .  14 

 I  w i l l  now a l low  peop le  to  j us t  15 

cons is ten t ly  s i t  home in  the i r  pa jamas  and jus t  16 

c rea te  th ings  on  the  webs i te  tha t  a re  no t  f o r  the  17 

bene f i t  o f  t he  communi ty .  18 

 I ’m abou t  to  c rea te  a  pa r t  o f  the  webs i te  19 

where  you can  c l i ck  on  the  pe rson ' s  name an d  see  20 

i f  t hey  have  a  h is to ry  o f  jus t  r id icu lous  21 

comments  so  you  can d i scount  any th ing  tha t  t hey  22 

say .   Th is  i s  rea l l y  f o r  t he  benef i t  o f  the  23 

commun i t y ,  and I 'm  hop ing  i t  works .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ought  to  t r y  tha t  25 
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he re .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Any th ing  tha t  3 

i nc reases  the  ab i l i t y  o f  rea l  peop le .  4 

 MR.  HABER:    Pa rdon me?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Any th ing  tha t  6 

i nc reases  the  ab i l i t y  o f  rea l  peop le  to  ge t  the i r  7 

op in ions  to  the i r  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s  I  th ink  is  a  8 

g rea t  th ing .  9 

 MR.  HABER:    Two  weeks  f rom today  - -  I  10 

know you  have  the  po l i ce  p rec inc t  meet ing  11 

pos tponed.   I ’m  no t  say ing  I 'm  fo r  i t  o r  I ' m  12 

aga ins t  i t .   Bu t  wha t  I  am say ing  is  hopefu l l y  13 

you w i l l  ge t  the  i nput  f rom - -  I 'm  hop ing  14 

thousands o f  peop le ,  i f  no t  hundreds ,  in  co mments  15 

tha t  show why  they  suppor t  o r  - -  l ook .   We 16 

unders tand  you have to  save money,  t he re 's  no  17 

ques t ions  about  i t .   Bu t  i s  t he  commun i t y  - -  do  18 

they  have the  s tomach fo r  th i s  o r  no t?   You ' l l  19 

know how they  fee l .   I  assume tha t  w i l l  a f f ec t  20 

how they  fee l  on  a  bunch  o f  o the r  top i cs  th a t  21 

w i l l  be  pu t  up  the re .  22 

 I f  anybody  wants  to  e -ma i l  me  up  here  23 

abou t  a  top i c  they 'd  l i ke  to  see  pu t  up  the re  24 

anonymous ly ,  no t  anonymous ly ,  I ' d  be  happy to  25 
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pos t  i t  as  a  ques t ion  tha t  you  can  ge t  f eed back  2 

f rom your  commun i t y .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  have any  4 

b rochures  or  any th ing?  5 

 MR.  HABER:    Jus t  go  to  6 

nassausugges t ionbox.com.   I t  j us t  s ta r ted  t oday .   7 

I t ' s  p re t t y  s imp le  and  easy  to  use .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  i t ' s  Nassau  wha t?  9 

 MR.  HABER:    Nassausuggest ionbox .com.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    11 

Nassausugges t ionbox.com.  12 

 MR.  HABER:    The  idea beh ind  i t  - -  I 'm  13 

hop ing  wha t  happens is  eve ry  town and v i l la ge ,  14 

l i ke  Ros lync i t i zenbox.com,  Town o f  Nor th  15 

Hempstead - -  eve rybody  shou ld  have  input  in t o  16 

what  the  res iden ts  wan t .  17 

 Today is  the  f i r s t  day  o f  the  so f t  18 

l aunch .   By  th i s  t ime two weeks  f rom now yo u  19 

shou ld  rea l l y  know a  l o t  o f  op in ions  f rom a  lo t  20 

o f  d i f fe ren t  peop le  because the  amount  o f  t ime ,  21 

energy ,  and money I  pe rsona l l y  spent  to  ge t  the  22 

word  ou t  t he re  on  the  s t ree t .    23 

 Good  luck .   And  I  hope  i t  bene f i t s  24 

everybody.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Mr .  Haber .   Mr .  2 

Haber ,  I  have  a  ques t ion  fo r  you .   Adam.  3 

 I f  t he  League  o f  Women Voters  seeks  to  4 

j o in  o r  look  ou t  f o r  o ther  o rgan iza t ions  on  the  5 

i ssue o f  red i s t r i c t i ng ,  how can they  use  yo u r  6 

webs i te?  7 

 MR.  HABER:    We l l ,  t he re 's  21  idea  8 

top i cs .   They  cou ld  pos t  a  top ic  under  i dea  9 

top i cs  tha t  per ta ins  to  what  they ' re  ta l k in g  10 

abou t .   There  i s  one  ca l led  o the r ,  so  i f  i t ' s  no t  11 

i n  one  o f  the  top i cs .   Or ,  i f  they 'd  l i ke  I  cou ld  12 

have  a  ques t ion  o f  t he  week pos ted .   I f  the re ' s  a  13 

l o t  o f  i nput  on  the  webs i te ,  i f  thousands o f  14 

peop le  come on I ' l l  make  i t  more  o f  a  ques t i on  o f  15 

b i -week ly .   I t ' s  very  ha rd  to  have  a  ques t i on  16 

da i l y  tha t ' s  pe r t i nent .   You don ' t  wan t  to  j us t  17 

make  up ques t ions  tha t  a re  impor tan t .   Bu t  i f  the  18 

League  o f  Women Vo te rs  have a  ques t ion  tha t  they  19 

fee l  i s  wor thwh i le ,  I ' l l  be  happy to  pos t  i t .   20 

The e-ma i l  address  i s  on  the re  i n  the  in fo  tab .   21 

You can contac t  me  and  I ' l l  r e tu rn  you r  e -ma i l  22 

w i th in  a  day  or  two.  23 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:     Thank  you .  24 

 MR.  HABER:    Thank  you .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Sco t t  Bochner  2 

o f  Long Beach .  3 

 MR.  BOCHNER:     Good  a f te rnoon ,  4 

everybody.   Sco t t  Bochner  f rom Long Beach.   I 'm 5 

a l so  here  to  rep resent  the  S l udge Stoppers  T ask  6 

Fo rce  and We,  The Peop le  to  s top  the  sa le  o r  7 

l ease o f  t he  sewer  t rea tment  p lan t .   Wha t 's  8 

rea l l y  n ice  i s  t he re 's  been a  lo t  o f  commen ts  and 9 

i ssues  on  he re ,  so  I  don ' t  rea l l y  have  to  g o  i n to  10 

so  much abou t  i t .  11 

 What 's  n ice  abou t  th is  par t i c u la r  fo rum 12 

i s  tha t  we ' re  ab le  to  speak abou t  i t .   We ' r e  ab le  13 

to  ta l k  to  you.   The re 's  been  a  feedback .   When 14 

there ' s  a  p r i va te  company the re  - -  I  have a  15 

p r iva te  company .   I f  somebody  knocked on  my  door  16 

and wanted  to  g i ve  me a  lo t  o f  i nput ,  I  cou l d  17 

choose  to  say  I  rea l l y  don ' t  wan t  to  hea r  a bou t  18 

i t  o r  no t .  19 

 I  don ’ t  know i f  everybody rea l i zes  tha t  20 

th is  par t i cu la r  top i c  i s  p robab ly  one o f  th e  21 

b igges t  vo tes  o r  someth ing  tha t ' s  go ing  to  come 22 

down in  the  l as t  50  years ,  because  I  f ee l  t ha t  i t  23 

i nvo lves  eve ry  s ing le  pe rson  in  Nassau  Coun t y .   24 

Everybody does  f lush .   Eve rybody  does  use t he  25 
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ba th room.   So  th is  i s  go ing  to  a f fec t  every body.  2 

 The pe rson  who was  up  he re  - -  I  w i sh  he  3 

d idn ' t  l eave - -  t ha t  was ta lk ing  abou t  yes ,  t he  4 

coun ty  has  to  make  some tough  dec is ions .   Bu t  5 

th is  par t i cu la r  dec i s ion ,  i f  i t ' s  a  p r iva te  6 

company,  they  have  to  make  money .   So i f  i t ' s  no t  7 

go ing  to  be  a  tax ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  a  b i l l .   And  8 

he  doesn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t  tha t ' s  wha t ' s  go ing  to  9 

happen .     10 

 The Morgan  S tan ley  i n fo rma t ion  tha t  came 11 

ou t  f rom tha t  o the r  woman was  probab ly  - -  I  don ' t  12 

remember  her  name - -  He lene,  i s  t rue  tha t  M organ  13 

S tan ley  is  b roke r ing  th i s  dea l  and  i t  i s  co s t i ng  14 

the  coun ty  a  lo t  o f  money to  do  th is .  15 

 What 's  un for tuna te  i s  tha t ,  l i ke  tha t  16 

gent leman w i th  the  webs i te  sa id ,  i t ' s  s tuck  in  a  17 

vacuum.   The  peop le  rea l l y  don ' t  know what ' s  18 

go ing  on ,  and  we  need to  ge t  t h i s  in fo rmat i on  ou t  19 

to  the  pub l i c .   I t ' s  un fa i r  t ha t  such an  h i s to r i c  20 

dea l  o r  such  an  even t  can go  on  beh ind  c los ed 21 

doors  and the  peop le  who  a re  go ing  to  be  22 

su f fe r ing  fo r  year  don ' t  have  any  say  or  in put  i n  23 

th is  par t i cu la r  dea l ,  and i t ' s  un for tuna te  tha t  24 

tha t ' s  happen ing .   The  t ransparency ,  t he  le ss  25 
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cont ro l  tha t  we  have  go ing  on  in  the  county  i s  2 

rea l l y  t ough .  3 

 L i ke  Leg is la to r  Fo rd  d id  say ,  yes ,  we 've  4 

been  invo lved  in  the  Wes te rn  Bays  and there  are  5 

p rob lems  tha t  a re  go ing  on  w i th  the  p lan ts ,  6 

i t se l f ,  r i gh t  now.   Bu t  what  happened when i t  7 

needed  to  be  f i xed ,  i t  d id  ge t  f i xed .   That  was 8 

rea l l y ,  rea l l y  good,  wha t  she  sa id .   I f  i t  i s  a  9 

p r iva te  company ,  w i l l  i t  ge t  f i xed?  Tha t 's  - -  we 10 

jus t  don ' t  know.    11 

 What  happens  is  we  a l l  know tha t  t he  DEC 12 

regu la tes  wha t  comes  out  o f  t hose p ipes .   T hey  13 

a re  under funded ,  undermanned .   They  cou ldn ' t  even 14 

s top  a  l eak  tha t  wen t  on  fo r  mon ths ,  and  mo n ths ,  15 

and months .   Who  i s  go ing  to  be  wa tch ing  wh a t  16 

comes ou t  o f  these  p ipes?  17 

 I t ' s  impor tan t  t o  know tha t  t he  qua l i t y  18 

o f  l i f e  on  Long  Is land  i s  rea l l y  cen te red  a round  19 

the  bays ,  the  ocean,  the  wate r ,  and the  f i s h ing ,  20 

and the  sw imming ,  and what  happens  to  the  21 

commun i t ies .   What  Bever ly  had  sa id  abou t  t he  22 

f rack ing ,  yes ,  t he  SGIS has  i nc luded  the  th ree  23 

sewer  t rea tment  p lan ts  i n  i t s  paperwork  f i l ed  so  24 

they  can  to  f rack ing .   To  say  tha t  f rack ing  wa te r  25 
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won ' t  come to  Long  I s land is  j us t  no t  t rue ,  2 

because we  sh ip  ou r  so l i ds  to  Pennsy lvan ia .   I f  3 

we ' re  w i l l ing  to  do  tha t  and  pay  a  l o t  o f  mo ney 4 

to  sh ip  ou r  so l i ds  to  Pennsy lvan ia ,  then  wh a t ' s  5 

to  s top  a  pr i va te  company f rom t ry ing  to  ge t  6 

add i t i ona l  revenue  to  take  i n  f rack ing  wate r?  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Th ree minu tes  have  8 

exp i red .  9 

 MR.  BOCHNER:    F rack ing  wa te r  i s  wor th  a  10 

l o t  o f  money .  11 

 I  know tha t  - -  I  guess  my t ime  i s  up .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Jus t  w rap  up .   Go 13 

ahead.  14 

 MR.  BOCHNER:    Wha t  we ' re  ask ing  fo r  i s  15 

j us t  some c i t i zen  inpu t ,  some in fo rmat ion  t ha t  we 16 

cou ld  f i nd  ou t ,  l i ke  Ms.  Ford  sa id ,  so  we c an be  17 

invo lved  in  th i s  dec is ion  mak ing  tha t  i t ' s  n o t  18 

go ing  be ,  okay ,  he re 's  wha t  we  d id .   We cu t  a  19 

dea l .   Now th is  dea l  i s  coming  down the  p ik e .   20 

You have  two  weeks  to  f i gu re  i t  ou t .   Oh ,  c ome in  21 

and ta lk  abou t  i t .   Th is  th ing  needs  to  be  spoke  22 

abou t .  23 

 You can ' t  have a  p ipe  tha t ' s  go ing  i n to  24 

ou r  wa te rways  and no t  ta lk  about  wha t ' s  go i ng  to  25 
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happen  fo r  years  to  come.   I t ' s  ve ry  impor t an t  2 

tha t  we have  an  inpu t  on  tha t .  3 

 Thanks .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 Joanne  Borden .  6 

 MS.  BORDEN:    I t ' s  shamefu l  o f  t h i s  body  7 

to  perpe tua te  anc ien t  be l i eves  i n  deny ing  8 

t ransgender  c iv i l  r i gh ts .   Those  anc ien t  be l ie fs  9 

o r ig ina ted  i n  the  Hebrew B ib le  and  car r i ed  ove r  10 

to  o ther  re l i g ions  tha t  was based on  2 ,000-p lus  11 

year  o ld  i n fo rma t ion .   We were  s toned,  burn ed,  12 

and to r tu red  to  death .   Now y ou cont inue  the  same 13 

anc ien t  be l i e fs  and cont inue  to r tu r i ng  us  b y  14 

deny ing  us  equa l i t y .   T ransgender  peop le ,  w ear ing  15 

the  c lo thes  o f  t he  o ther  sex ,  was based on 16 

anc ien t  be l i e fs ,  l i ke  the  ea r th  i s  f la t .    17 

 I t  bo i l s  down  to  wha t  i s  our  sex?  I s  i t  18 

what  you  see  or  i s  i t  what  i s  ins ide  us?   W e a re  19 

t ransgendered  because we  have  a  sex  ins ide  us  20 

d i f f e ren t  f rom the  one  a  doc to r  saw when  we  were  21 

bo rn .   Tha t ' s  been  p roven by  med ica l  sc ien t i s t s  22 

over  and  ove r  du r ing  the  pas t  100 years .   G iven 23 

t ime  I  cou ld  c i t e  case  a f te r  case,  a f te r  cas e 24 

tha t  p roves  we have a  d i f f e ren t  sex  ins ide  us  and 25 
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no t  someth ing  we  lea rn  a f te r  we are  bo rn .  2 

 I f  a  person can  have  two  sexes ,  a  3 

phys ica l  one  and  ano ther  one  in  the i r  b ra in  4 

i ns ide ,  wh ich  sex  de te rm ines  the  p roper  c lo thes?   5 

I f  we tu rn  to  the  B ib le  aga in  we  w i l l  judge  man 6 

by  h is  sex  i ns ide  h im.  7 

 I  once  quo ted  Samuel  as  say ing  tha t  man 8 

l ooketh  on  the  sur face ;  the  Lo rd  l ooke th  on  the  9 

hear t .   John  sa id ,  Jesus  commands you to  lo ok  10 

beneath  the  serv ice  so  you  w i l l  judge man 11 

co r rec t l y .    12 

 The anc ien t  be l i e f  t ha t  a  pe rson 's  t rue  13 

sex  is  wha t  i s  seen on  the  su r face  co inc ide s  w i th  14 

the  be l i e f  t ha t  the  wor ld  i s  f la t .   We  now know 15 

the  ea r th  i s  no t  f la t  as  you  see  i t ,  bu t  i t  i s  16 

round;  and  a  pe rson ' s  sex  is  no t  as  you see  i t ,  17 

bu t  i t  i s  wha t ' s  i ns ide ,  wha t  i s  benea th  th e  18 

su r face ,  wha t  i s  i n  h i s  hear t .  19 

 Everyone  sur round ing  Nassau,  70  pe rcen t  20 

o f  New York  S ta te ,  ove r  40  pe rcent  o f  the  U n i ted  21 

S ta tes  p rov ides  t ransgender  equa l  r i gh ts .   I t ' s  22 

t ime  fo r  Nassau  to  ca tch  up  and g i ve  us  equ a l  23 

r i gh ts  a lso .   Rep lace anc ien t  be l i e f s  w i th  m odern  24 

know ledge.   S top  the  s ton ing  and  burn ing  ou r  l ack  25 
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o f  a  l aw  encourages.   S top  to r tu r i ng  us  and  g i ve  2 

us  equa l  r igh ts .   G ive  us  equa l i t y .  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 C laud ia  Borecky .   Your  s l i p  i nd i ca tes  a  6 

pos t  o f f i ce  box  no t  an  address .  7 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I ' l l  g i ve  my address .   I  8 

gave  i t  because  I 'm represen t ing  my c i v i c .   I  9 

gave  my c i v i c  address ,  bu t  I  w i l l  g i ve  - -  my  home 10 

address ,  do  you  want  me to  g i ve  i t  now?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes ,  p lease.  12 

 MS.  BORECKY:    28  Wash ing ton  Dr i ve ,  13 

Mer r ick .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   Go  ahead .  15 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Okay .   I  came here  to  16 

speak abou t  the  pr iva t iza t ion  o f  t he  sewer  17 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   A  l o t  o f  my  f r i ends  here  have  18 

a l ready  cove red  a  lo t  o f  t he  i ssues  I  wante d  to  19 

address .   Bu t  on  the  agenda t oday  I  no t i ced  tha t  20 

there ' s  the  con t rac t  w i th  Morgan  S tan ley  fo r  21 

$24,750.   I s  tha t  cont rac t  t he  same one tha t  was  22 

en te red  in to  in  August  o f  las t  yea r  tha t  yo u ' re  23 

j us t  app rov ing  now?  I s  tha t  wha t  tha t  i s?  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Where  on  the  agenda 25 
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do  you  see  tha t?  2 

 MS.  BORECKY:   No t i ce  i s  he reby  g iven  tha t  3 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  - -  a t  t he  very  end.   Th ere ' s  4 

a  who le  l i s t  o f  con t rac ts .   I t ' s  ID  Number  5 

CQBU11000005 .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  on  the  l i s t  7 

tha t  we don ' t  vo te  on .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Yeah,  the  9 

coun ty  execu t ive  en tered  in to  a  cont rac t  fo r  10 

$24,000.  11 

 MS.  BORECKY:    And  now we ' re  j us t  ta lk ing  12 

abou t  i t  now,  s i x  months  l a te r ,  co r rec t?  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We don ' t  have any  14 

i npu t  in to  tha t .  15 

 MS.  BORECKY:   An  RFP wen t  ou t  to  ge t  16 

tha t .   So  tha t ' s  f rom - -  t ha t ' s  a  pub l ic  b id d ing  17 

p rocess  tha t  wen t  ou t  - -  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  we l l  w i th in  19 

the  conf ines  o f  the  coun ty  execu t i ve 's  o f f i ce .   20 

We on ly  ge t  con t rac ts  in  excess  o f  $25 ,000 o r  21 

h igher .  22 

 MS.  BOREKCY:   24 ,750 .   I  see  tha t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And he  pu t  ou t  an  RFP 24 

and the  RFP i s  re tu rnab le  to  h im .  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    And  Morgan Stan ley  was,  2 

yes ,  i t  was  p icked ,  i t  was  chosen.   Ac tua l l y ,  i t  3 

was chosen  in  Februa ry  2010,  one  mon th  a f te r  4 

Coun ty  Execu t i ve  came in to  o f f i ce  and we ' re  jus t  5 

hear ing  abou t  th is  now.  6 

 Then  you  wen t  i n to  a  con t rac t  w i th  Morgan 7 

S tan ley  fo r  $100 ,000  a  quar te r ,  s ta r t i ng  Oc tober  8 

1 ,  2011 and cove r ing  a  f i ve  quar te r  pe r iod  o f  9 

t ime ,  and tha t  wasn ' t  approved  by  the  Ru les  10 

Commi t tee  un t i l  December ,  a f t e r  i t  had  a l rea dy  11 

done  the  work  o f  $100,000 - -  t hey  comp le ted  the  12 

work  by  tha t  po in t .   How can  you  approve  13 

someth ing  a f te r  you have  a l ready  done the  w ork?   14 

I sn ' t  tha t  what  NIFA  i s  say ing  tha t  they  d i d  w i th  15 

the  lawyer  cont rac ts?   I  j us t  want  to  le t  yo u  16 

know,  I  sen t  a  l e t te r  to  N IFA.   I 'm ask ing  the  17 

s ta te  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  to  a l so  i nves t ig a te  18 

the  prac t i ce  o f  you h i r i ng  p laces  and appro v ing  19 

them s ix  mon ths  la te r .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  have  been a  21 

cons is ten t  and cons tan t  comp la iner  about  tha t ,  22 

bo th  i n  the  yea rs  tha t  we were  i n  the  Minor i ty  23 

and in  the  years  we were  i n  the  Ma jo r i t y .   I t  i s  24 

a lmost  i ns t i t u t i ona l  i n  th is  p lace .  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    But  i t  i s  aga ins t  t he  2 

Coun ty  Char te r  t o  do  i t  tha t  way ,  r i gh t?   3 

Cor rec t?  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The fo rmer  county  5 

execut ive  d id  i t  r ou t i ne ly .   The  cur ren t  co unty  6 

execut ive  seems to  be  go ing  down  tha t  pa th .   N IFA 7 

has  warned  tha t  they  may  not  app rove  those 8 

cont rac ts  i f  wo rk  has  s ta r ted  be fo re  the  co n t rac t  9 

i s  app roved.  10 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I  j us t  want  to  le t  you  11 

know tha t  I  am send ing  and  I  am ask ing  N IFA to  12 

i nves t iga te  th i s  con t rac t  as  we l l .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  you see I  don ' t  14 

th ink  tha t ' s  a  fa i r  ac t i on .   Because  I  cou l d  do  15 

tha t  here  on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .   I  cou ld  say  16 

you a l ready  d id  the  work?   So r ry ,  we ' re  no t  go ing  17 

to  app rove  the  con t rac t .  18 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Tha t ' s  anothe r  ques t i on .   19 

How come i t  neve r  go t  to  - -  h ow come th i s  i s  a  20 

pe rsona l  serv ices  cont rac t  o f  $100 ,000?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  no t  - -  you  22 

know,  when  they  h i re  somebody  in  a  con t rac t  and 23 

te l l  t hem to  do  a  job ,  a  l awyer ,  a  p lumber ,  I  24 

don ' t  ca re  what  i t  i s ,  and  they  do  the  j ob ,  i t ' s  25 
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no t  the i r  fau l t  tha t  t he  paperwork  i s  gobb l ed  up  2 

a round  here .   I t ' s  no t  t he i r  f au l t  t ha t  the  3 

cont rac t  wasn ' t  approved  befo re  they  d id  th e  4 

work .   So you  have  the  con t rac t  now s i t t ing  in  5 

f ron t  o f  you  and  you  have an  oppor tun i ty  to  say ,  6 

okay ,  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  pass  th is  con t rac t ,  7 

wh ich  jus t  sc rews the  guy  tha t  p robab ly  and  8 

hope fu l l y  a  Nassau  County  bus inessman who 9 

pe r fo rms  the  se rv i ce .   He needs to  be  pa id .  10 

 MS.  BORECKY:    The  governmen t  has  a  11 

p rocess  o f  do ing  i t  and i t  d id  no t  go  accor d ing  12 

to  the  p rocess .   The  p rocess  says  you shou l d  have 13 

go t ten  the  approva l  f i rs t .   What  i s  the  b ig  hu r ry  14 

he re?  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  r i gh t .  16 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Why  a re  we push ing  the  17 

sa le  o r  the  l ease o f  t he  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts?  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You shou ld  have 19 

go t ten  the  approva l  f i rs t ,  you ' re  100 pe rce n t  20 

r i gh t ;  t hey  d idn ' t .   So  what  do  you want  to  do  21 

abou t  i t ?  22 

 MS.  BORECKY:   I  want  tha t  con t rac t  t o  be  23 

nu l l  and  vo id .   That 's  wha t  I  want .   24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Now you ' re  screw ing 25 
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the  pe rson  tha t  d id  the  work  i n  good  fa i th .  2 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Who  sa id  they  cou ld  do  3 

tha t  work?   I  ce r ta in l y  as  a  taxpayer  d id  n o t  say  4 

- -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  guess  the  coun ty  6 

execut ive  d id .  7 

 MS.  BORECKY:   i t .   Why  i s  tha t  a  persona l  8 

se rv ices  agreement  when Morgan  S tan ley  was h i red  9 

under  an  RFP?  How can  tha t  be  ca l led  a  per sona l  10 

- -  you  ca l l  i t  a t  a  wh im,  a  p e rsona l  serv ice s  11 

cont rac t  when  i t  shou ld  rea l l y  be  a  pub l ic  12 

cont rac t .   They  were  re ta ined  under  response s to  13 

an  RFP.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  f o l l ow  you .  15 

 MS.  BORECKY:    So i t  shou ld  go  th rough  16 

N IFA.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  con t rac ts  over  a  18 

ce r ta in  amoun t  go  to  N IFA.  19 

 MS.  BORECKY:   Th is  one  d id  no t  go  th rough 20 

N IFA though.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Then  i t ' s  under  the  22 

amount .  23 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Excuse me?  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Then  i t ' s  under  the  25 
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amount .  2 

 MS.  BORECKY:    $100,000 is  under  the  3 

amount?  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  know - -  what  5 

i s  t he  amoun t?  6 

 MS.  BOREKCY:    I t ' s  ac tua l l y  $500,000.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any th ing  ove r  $50,000 8 

goes .  9 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Okay .   Th is  i s  $500 ,000  10 

and i t ' s  no t  go ing  th rough  N IFA.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Then  i t  went  i t  N IFA .  12 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I t ' s  done  because  i t ' s  13 

be ing  done  in  the  da rk .   We,  the  peop le ,  a r e  14 

be ing  kept  ou t  o f  th is ,  the  b igges t  dec i s io n  tha t  15 

th is  county  has  made  in  I  don ' t  know how ma ny 16 

years  - -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    S ince  the  las t  b ig  18 

dec i s ion  we made .  19 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Excuse me?  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    S ince  the  las t  b ig  21 

dec i s ion  we made ,  the  buses .  22 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Wel l ,  we don ' t  know wha t ' s  23 

go ing  to  happen  w i th  th i s  p r i va t iza t ion .   24 

Research  has  shown tha t  i t  has  worked aga in s t  us .   25 
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We fee l ,  as  the  peop le  sa id  be fo re ,  we  shou ld  2 

have  a  c i t i zen  adv isory  and an  ove rs igh t  3 

commi t tee  to  make su re  tha t  ou r  p lans  are  w ork ing  4 

up  to  da te  and they  can be  re tu rned to  b lue  5 

r i bbon  qua l i t y  w i th  pub l ic  - -  under  pub l ic  6 

sc ru t i ny .  7 

 I  a l so  wan t  to  po in t  ou t ,  because there  8 

seems to  be  some m is take  abou t  th i s .   I t ' s  under  9 

the  idea  tha t  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Mangano  has  been 10 

pu t t ing  money fo rward  to  f i x  t he  p la ids  when  the  11 

money tha t  he 's  us ing  is  money  tha t  was app roved  12 

under  the  Democra t ic  Ma jor i t y .   That  i s  t ru e .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 14 

exp i red .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Don ' t  even  s ta r t  w i th  16 

your  democra t ic  s tu f f .   What  a re  you  runn ing  fo r  17 

th is  yea r?  18 

 MS.  BORECKY:    The  money  - -  t he  work  tha t  19 

was done  a l ready  was  approved  in  2009 under  the  20 

Suozz i  Admin i s t ra t ion .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The 2010  cap i ta l  22 

p lan ,  abso lu te l y  r igh t .   Which  was  passed b y  the  23 

Democra t ic  Ma jo r i t y  in  2009.   You guys  wa lk ed 24 

ou t .  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    But  we,  the  peop le ,  re fuse  2 

to  p lay  pa r t y  po l i t i cs .   We want  to  be  par t  o f  3 

th is  conversa t i on ,  un less  you ' re  where  Den i se  4 

Fo rd  wen t .   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ca l l  her  o f f i ce  th is  5 

week  and  se t  up  pub l ic  hea r ings  w i th  the  6 

l eg i s la tu re .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  me  te l l  you  8 

someth ing .   You  know,  i t ' s  ve ry  n i ce  how yo u  9 

weave in  and  ou t  o f  be ing  a  " c iv ic  l eader "  and  a  10 

democra t  cand ida te  a t  the  nex t  t u rn  o f  t he  11 

ca lendar .   The po in t  o f  the  ma t te r  i s  there  are  12 

peop le  who  a re  go ing  to  engage  in  th is  13 

conversa t i on ;  you ' re  l ook ing  a t  them.   And we 14 

were  e lec ted  by  the  pub l ic ,  whethe r  you l i k e  i t  15 

o r  no t ,  to  do  j us t  t ha t ,  and  we w i l l .   And i f  you  16 

don ' t  l i ke  the  way  we do  i t ,  t hen you run  a ga ins t  17 

us ,  you ge t  e lec ted ,  and  then  you can do  i t  your  18 

way.  19 

 MS.  BORECKY:   We,  the  peop le ,  w i l l  no t  20 

p lay  par ty  po l i t i cs .   Th is  ma t te r  i s  way  to o  21 

impor tan t  to  the  peop le  o f  Nassau Coun ty .   Laugh  22 

a l l  you  want .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    C laud ia ,  C laud ia ,  24 

one second .   Ho ld  on  one  second.  25 
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 Th is  i s  t ru l y  amaz ing .   Mr .  Mu lho l land ,  2 

wh ich  we  a l l  know was a  prev ious  cand ida te  - -  3 

Mu lha l l ,  wh ich  we a l l  know was  a  p rev ious  4 

cand ida te ,  we  were  ab le  to  b i t e  ou r  tongue.   5 

Here ,  Ms .  Bo recky ,  who  may  wear  two ha ts ,  i s  6 

t r y ing  to  b r i ng  up  a  very  impor tan t  i ssue a nd you 7 

guys  a re  l augh ing ,  you ' re  d i scount ing  he r .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  mean ,  the  l ack  10 

o f  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because,  Kevan ,  as  12 

you we l l  know,  Mulha l l  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  d idn ' t  cu t  you 14 

o f f ,  Pe ter .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mu lha l l  ran  one t ime  16 

20  yea rs  ago .  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  d idn ' t  cu t  you 18 

o f f ,  Pe ter .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    She ' s  runn ing  every  20 

year .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .   A l r i gh t .  22 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Wha t  a re  you ta lk ing  23 

abou t?  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    She r an  one t ime  25 
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in  her  l i f e .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    The  fac t  rema ins  -3 

-  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    one t ime .  5 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Par t  o f  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We showed  Mr .  7 

Mu lha l l  the  respec t  tha t  he  dese rves .   But  you  8 

guys  j us t  wan t  to  laugh and y ou want  to  joke  9 

a round .   You  wan t  to  d iscoun t  he r .   The fac t  10 

rema ins  is  t ha t  she is  b r i ng ing  up  a  very  n o tab le  11 

i ssue;  i f  you  guys  wan t  to  d i scoun t  i t ,  go  r igh t  12 

ahead.   We ' re  go ing  to  remember  th is  the  ne x t  13 

t ime  Mr .  Mu lha l l  comes  down,  because  he  com es 14 

down  eve ry  t ime  and he 's  very  po l i t i ca l .  15 

 MS.  BORECKY:    May  I  po in t  ou t  t ha t  I  16 

have  been an  ac t iv is t  in  th i s  Coun ty  fo r  a  l ong 17 

t ime .   You  cou ld  ask  - -  be fo re  I  dec ided  to  run  18 

fo r  o f f i ce .   I  dec ided  to  run  fo r  o f f i ce  be cause  19 

I  fe l t  i n  o f f i ce  I 'd  have a  be t te r  chance o f  20 

ge t t ing  th ings  done.   I  was  an  ac t iv is t  be f o re .   21 

I  was  an  ac t i v i s t  la te r .   I  w i l l  no t  s top  u n t i l  22 

th is  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan t  p lan  i s  bu r ied .    23 

 I 'm go ing  to  speak  to  Den ise  Ford ;  she  24 

ment ioned tha t  she 'd  so  leg i s la t i ve  hear ing s ,  and 25 
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we ' re  go ing  to  make su re  tha t  they ' re  done t h i s  2 

month .  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Nobody  sa id  any th ing  5 

abou t  hear ings  th i s  month .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    C laud ia ,  j us t  to  7 

s t ra igh ten  ou t .   You  ran  once .   Mr .  Mu lha l l  ran  8 

once  too .   He  was a l lowed to  go  fo r  30  m inu t es ;  9 

there  apparen t l y  was  no  prob lem.  10 

 Bu t  on  the  i ssue ,  there  was an  RFP sen t  11 

ou t .   Morgan  Stan ley  was  h i red  pursuan t  to  an  12 

RFP.   Your  po in t  t ha t  tha t  i s  beyond  a  pers ona l  13 

se rv ices  con t rac t  and award ing  a  con t rac t  b ased 14 

on  a  b ig  t yp i ca l l y  goes  to  the  Fu l l  Leg no t  jus t  15 

to  a  Ru les  Commi t tee .   The  f i r s t  con t rac t  b e ing  16 

l ess  than 25 ,000  no  one even  saw unt i l  i t  w as  17 

a t tached  a t  t he  end o f  an  agenda  today .   Th e  vo te  18 

i n  December  was  to  backdate  a  cont rac t  w i th  19 

Morgan  S tan ley  to  Oc tober  1  to  g ive  them 10 0 ,000  20 

fo r  the  f i rs t  quar te r  and 500 ,000 over  the  cou rse  21 

o f  a  yea r  to  come up  w i th  qua l i f i ca t ions ,  r ev iew  22 

the  qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  come up w i th  a  b id  o r  23 

nego t ia te  a  con t rac t  f o r  t he  p r i va t i za t i on  o r  24 

l ong  te rm leas ing  or  sa le  o f  a  sewage t rea t men t  25 
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p lan t .   I f  we  d idn ' t  wan t  to  go  down  tha t  pa th  2 

the  Ru les  Commi t tee  cou ld  have  vo ted  no  r ig h t  3 

then  and  the re .    4 

 No  one  was  ho ld ing  a  gun  say ing  Morgan  5 

S tan ley  is  go ing  to  sue us  fo r  $100,000 un l ess  we 6 

a l low them to  come up w i th  a  con t rac t  to  se l l  ou r  7 

sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   A t  t ha t  po in t  we 8 

commi t ted  taxpayer  money ,  a  ha l f  a  m i l l i on  9 

do l l a rs ,  t oward  the  pr iva t iza t ion  issue.   T o  say  10 

tha t  we had no  cho ice  is  r id i cu lous .   The w ho le  11 

po l i cy ,  rega rd less  o f  who the  coun ty  execut i ve  12 

i s ,  a re  v io la t i ng  the  Char te r  and back  da t i ng  13 

cont rac ts ,  shou ld  a lways  end,  pe r iod .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    One more  speaker .   15 

Joe Va lon i  f rom Lynbrook .  16 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:   I  don ' t  wan t  to  bea t  the  17 

s ludge  - -  I  mean  the  sewer  t r ea tment  p lan t  t h ing  18 

to  dea th ,  bu t  t here  are  one o r  two  th ings  I  19 

wanted  to  ask  you.    20 

 I  though t  I  hea rd  a  wh i l e  back  tha t  there  21 

had been  a  cont rac t  le t  to  s tudy  the  Bay  Pa rk  22 

p lan t  and f i nd  ou t  wha t  needed  to  be  done t here .   23 

Was tha t  con t rac t  le t  and is  the re  a  s tudy  24 

cu r ren t l y  under  - -  I  hea rd  so meth ing  about  a  $3  25 
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m i l l ion  cont rac t  t o  s tudy  to  see  wha t  needed  to  2 

be  done to  b r ing  the  Bay  Park  p lan t  up  to  s nuf f .   3 

Can anybody answer  tha t  ques t i on?  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  can  g i ve  you  a  5 

pa r t ia l  answer ,  I  th ink .  6 

 There  was a  con t rac t  i ssued to  some 7 

consu l t i ng  eng ineer ;  i t  was  e i ther  Dv i rka  &  8 

Bar te lucc i  o r  Cameron Eng inee r ing ,  I  don ' t  9 

remember  wh ich  one .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Fo r  Bay  Park ,  11 

i t ' s  Dv i rka  &  Bar te lucc i .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dv i r ka  &  Bar te lucc i .   13 

They  wen t  in  to  f i nd  ou t  wha t  was necessary  to  14 

keep  tha t  p lan t ,  A .  runn ing ,  because  i t  was  on  15 

the  ve rge o f  co l lapse and,  B .  what  had  to  b e  done 16 

to  upg rade  i t .   I  be l i eve  tha t  t hey  issued a  17 

repo r t ;  I  never  saw i t .   I  t h ink  they  issue d  a  18 

repo r t  t o  the  admin i s t ra t i on ,  who sent  us  19 

cont rac ts  fo r  t h ings  recommended  in  tha t  re por t  20 

tha t  had  to  be  done.   We wou l d  ge t  a  con t rac t  to  21 

buy  the  equ ipmen t  o r  wha teve r  was go ing  to  be  22 

i ns ta l led  in  the  p lan t ,  and the  work  i s  go i ng  on  23 

as  we speak and  has  been  go ing  on  fo r  qu i te  a  24 

wh i l e .   I  don ' t  know exac t ly  where  they  are  on  25 
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tha t .   Whe the r  they ' re  70  pe rcen t  done  o r  9 0  2 

pe rcen t  done ,  I  don ' t  know.   But  as  fa r  as  I  3 

know,  tha t ' s  where  i t  s tands .  4 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:   So tha t  imp l i es  tha t  the  5 

p lan t  i s  be ing  b rought  up  to  snu f f .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .   I t  i s .  7 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:    Okay .   Great .   And   8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    They ' re  b r ing ing  Bay  9 

Park  and  Cedar  Creek  up  to  snu f f .   The re 's  a lso  -10 

-  I  don ' t  know i f  they ' re  wor k ing  on  i t  as  w e 11 

speak,  bu t  t here  i s  go ing  to  be  work  on  the  12 

p lan ts  we go t  f rom Lawrence and Cedarhurs t ,  to  13 

c lean them up  and - -  14 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:    I  though t  those were  15 

go ing  to  be  phased  out  because  tha t  sewage was  16 

go ing  to  be  pumped  in to  Bay  Park .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yeah .   Wha t  they ' re  18 

go ing  to  do  i s  - -  19 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:    Why spend money - -  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The or ig ina l  p lan  was 21 

to  pump sewage ,  raw sewage  in to  Bay  Park .   22 

They ' re  go ing  to  make one p lan t  opera t iona l  bu t  23 

no t  up  to  to ta l  s tandard .   I t ' s  a  l i t t le  24 

comp l i ca ted .   They ' re  go ing  to  f i l te r  the  s ewage  25 
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f rom the  second  p lan t  to  the  f i r s t  p lan t ,  w here  2 

i t  w i l l  be  p rocessed .   Then i t  w i l l  be  sh ipp ed  to  3 

Bay  Park ,  where  i t  w i l l  be  p rocessed  aga in .   But  4 

the  s tu f f  go ing  in to  Bay  Park  w i l l  be  - -  I  t h ink  5 

the  f i gu re  th rown around  was  90  pe rcen t  t re a ted .   6 

So  they  w i l l  be  pump ing re la t i ve ly  c lean  a f f luen t  7 

i n to  Bay  Park  ra ther  than raw sewage .  8 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:    Okay .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And tha t  w i l l  10 

comp le te  tha t  work .  11 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:   The  on ly  o the r  th ing  I  12 

wanted  to  say  i s  t ha t  i f  t h i s  th ing  does  go  to  13 

cont rac t ,  a re  you peop le  go ing  to  have  - -  a r e  you 14 

go ing  to  rev iew  the  cont rac t  t o  make  sure  t ha t  15 

the  peop le  o f  Nassau  County  a re  pro tec ted  a long 16 

the  l i nes  o f  i f  any  work  needs  to  be  done - -  t ha t  17 

the  cont rac to r  who  w ins  the  b id  on  the  p lan ts ,  i f  18 

tha t  goes  th rough,  i s  go ing  to  be  requ i red  to  do  19 

a  s tudy  o f  what  work  needs  to  be  done,  and tha t  20 

s tudy  w i l l  be  done  in  a  t ime  per iod ,  a  reaso nab le  21 

t ime  per iod  and  i f  t hey  don ' t  ge t  tha t  s tud y  done 22 

there  w i l l  be  pena l t ies ,  number  one.   Numbe r  two .   23 

I f  t he  p lan ts  - -  number  two,  tha t  there  w i l l  be  24 

some pub l i c  means o f  do ing  random checks  an d  the  25 
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p lan ts  w i l l  have  to  be  open t o  some pub l ic  e n t i t y  2 

tha t  w i l l  go  in  f rom t ime to  t ime and check  to  3 

see what  they ' re  up  to .   The  th i rd  i tem wi l l  be ,  4 

tha t  I  t h ink  shou ld  be  i n  the  cont rac t  be fo re  you 5 

s ign  on  to  i t ,  i s  the  - -  I 'm  t ry ing  to  remem ber  6 

what  I  was  go ing  to  say .   I 'm  hav ing  a  sen io r  7 

moment .   I  don ' t  remember  the  th i rd  one.  8 

 I  guess  the  po in t  I 'm t r y ing  to  make  i s  9 

tha t  wha teve r  you do  - -  oh ,  yeah .   I  had  a  t a l k  10 

w i th  tha t  fe l low  who  was  up  he re  fo r  a  l ong  t ime  11 

and he  sa id  we can  a lways  sue  - -  I  sa id  to  h im ,  12 

how are  we  go ing  to  sue the  p o ten t ia l  b idde r  tha t  13 

w ins?  How a re  we go ing  to  sue  tha t  en t i t y  i f  i t  14 

i sn ' t  on  the  con t rac t  tha t  t hey  have  to  do  15 

someth ing  or  o ther?   He sa id  we ' l l  sue  the  16 

l eg i s la tu re  o r  someth ing  to  tha t  e f fec t .   W e ' l l  17 

sue you guys .   So,  anyway,  tha t ' s  bas i ca l l y  what  18 

I 'm say ing ,  i s  t ha t  the  pub l i c  shou ld  be  - -  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  l os ing  me  a  20 

l i t t le  b i t  a long  the  way  here .   The process  is  21 

no t  qu i te  the  way you desc r ibed i t .   The  pr ocess  22 

i s  t ha t  the  Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works ,  w i t h  the  23 

Leg is la tu re ' s  approva l ,  the  ru les  commi t tee  24 

approva l ,  en ters  i n to  a  cont rac t  - -  the  cou n ty  25 
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execut ive  ac tua l l y  en ters  in to  a  con t rac t  w i th  a  2 

consu l t i ng  eng ineer ;  Dv i rka  &  Bar te lucc i  in  the  3 

case  o f  Bay  Park .   The  consu l t ing  eng ineer  then 4 

goes  in  and pursuant  to  the  te rms o f  h is  con t rac t  5 

i ssues  a  repo r t  and/or  recommendat ions  as  t o  wha t  6 

i s  necessa ry  in  the  p lan t  to  b r i ng  i t  up  to  7 

s tandard .   The admin is t ra t ion  then  tu rns  ar ound 8 

and pu ts  con t rac ts  ou t  t o  b id  fo r  va r ious  9 

mach inery  o r  pa r ts ,  un less  they ' re  so le  sou rce  i n  10 

wh ich  case  they  jus t  buy  them,  and  those  11 

cont rac ts  a re  then  sen t  to  the  ru les  commi t tee  12 

fo r  approva l .   We ge t  cop ies  o f  the  cont rac t  and  13 

we  have the  admin i s t ra t i on  peop le  he re ,  usu a l l y  14 

the  commiss ione r  o f  pub l ic  works ,  to  answer  15 

ques t ions  tha t  anybody  m ight  have on  e i ther  s ide .   16 

We go over  those  con t rac ts .   We sc ru t i n i ze  them 17 

p re t ty  care fu l l y .   Bu t ,  speak ing  fo r  myse l f ,  I 'm  18 

no t  an  eng ineer  so  I  can  on ly  go  so  fa r .   T hen ,  19 

when  the  con t rac t  i s  l e t ,  they  go  ou t  and p e r fo rm 20 

the  work .  21 

 The consu l t i ng  eng ineer  i s  supposed to  be  22 

repo r t ing  back  to  DPW on  the  p rogress  o f  th e  23 

work ,  and DPW obv ious l y  i s  f ree  to  go  in to  the  24 

p lan ts  and  does  go  in to  the  p lan ts  a t  any  t ime  25 
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du r ing  the  p rocess  to  check  on  how th ings  a re  2 

go ing .   And dur ing  tha t  who le  t ime ,  because  the  3 

p lan t  i s  ope ra t i ng ,  the  DEC,  Depar tmen t  o f  4 

Env i ronmen ta l  Conserva t i on ,  i s  mon i to r ing  w hat 's  5 

pumped  out  i n to  the  channe l  o r  t he  ocean ,  6 

depend ing  on  wh ich  p lan t  i t  i s .   And  then w hen  7 

the  job  is  f i n i shed,  the  j ob  w i l l  be  f in ish ed and 8 

they ' l l  go  away  and we ' l l  run  the  p lan t  o r  se l l  9 

i t .   I  don ' t  know.   I ’m hear ing  tha t  we ' re  go ing  10 

to  - -  11 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:    Anyway .   Wha t  I  was  12 

ge t t ing  a t  was the  work  tha t  needs  to  be  do ne on  13 

these p lan ts ,  t here  shou ld  be  someth ing  in  the  14 

cont rac t .   Once  a  s tudy  is  done and i t  i s  15 

asce r ta ined wha t  needs  to  be  done to  b r i ng  a l l  16 

the  p lan ts  up  to  snu f f ,  there  shou ld  be  a  17 

t ime f rame tha t  t h i s  company has  tha t  t hey  h ave  to  18 

ge t  the  work  done w i th in  tha t  pe r iod  o f  t im e  and  19 

there  w i l l  be  pena l t ies  - -  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  be l i eve  there  is .  21 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:   Okay.   The on l y  reason I  22 

b rough t  tha t  up  is  t ha t  th is  p lan t  i n  23 

Ind ianapo l is ,  t h is  p r i va te  company  ran  i t  f o r  ten  24 

years  and apparent ly  Ind ianapo l i s  i s  no t  ha ppy  25 
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w i th  the  way  i t  was  be ing  run  and they  d idn ' t  2 

make  many improvemen ts .   I f  t here ' s  no th ing  in  3 

the  cont rac t  tha t  fo rces  them,  v ia  pena l t ie s ,  4 

tha t  f o rces  them to  ge t  the  work  done.   I  t h ink  5 

i f  t he re 's  go ing  to  be  a  con t rac t ,  i t  shou l d  be  6 

ca re fu l l y  cons t ruc ted  so  tha t  everybody is  7 

p ro tec ted ,  i nc lud ing  you rse lves .   I f  t h i s  t h ing  8 

goes  to  g round and  the re 's  a  b ig  s t i nk  over  the  9 

ra te  i nc reases ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  come back  to  haunt  10 

you guys  because  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  done  unde r  the  11 

Repub l ican  admin is t ra t ion ,  and  i f  i t  was  12 

Democra ts  who  were  i n  the  Ma jo r i t y ,  I  wou ld  be  13 

say ing  the  same th ing  to  you .  14 

 Thank you ve ry  much fo r  le t t i ng  me  speak .   15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pe te r .   Pe te r .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    S i r .   The 19 

cont rac ts  tha t  were  approved  by  the  ru les  20 

commi t tee  recen t ly ,  you  shou ld  know a  lo t ' s  been  21 

ta lked  about ,  improvemen ts  and  wha t  we  need  to  do  22 

i n  the  p lan ts .    23 

 Over  the  yea rs ,  in  b ipar t i san  way,  go ing  24 

back  to  07 ,  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts  i n  sewer  and s to rm 25 
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wa te r  management  p lans  have been  approved t ha t  2 

have  had  ove r  a lmost  $700 mi l l ion  wor th  o f  3 

improvemen ts  a l l oca ted  th rough  date .   No t  a l l  o f  4 

i t s  been  done .   In  fac t ,  we ' re  s t i l l  imp lem ent ing  5 

th ings  f rom the  2010  and  2011  cap i ta l  p lan .   But  6 

th ings  l i ke  g rav i t y  be l t  t h i ckeners ,  separa t ion  7 

tanks ,  bar  sc reen sc rubbers ,  new p ress  room s  have 8 

a l l  been  done o r  a re  be ing  done in  accordanc e 9 

w i th  those  cap i ta l  p lans .  10 

 The or ig ina l  con t rac ts  w i th  Dv i r ka  &  11 

Bar te l luc i  f o r  Bay  Park  and Cameron fo r  Ced ar  12 

Creek  was fo r  t hem to  ac tua l l y  be  the  manag er  o f  13 

the  p lan t  tha t ' s  ope ra ted  by  county  workers .   14 

Those cont rac ts  were  ex tended  fo r  the i r  15 

management  as  we l l  as  fo r  the i r  gu idance  in  16 

imp lemen t ing  i t ems  tha t  were  i n  the  09 /10  a nd 11  17 

p lan  fo r  t h ings  l i ke  ammon ia  remova l  and  wh a t  18 

k ind  o f  te r t i a ry  upg rades migh t  be  necessar y  i n  19 

the  fu tu re  to  make  the  p lan ts  comp l ian t  w i th  20 

fu tu re ,  w i th  fu tu re  requ i remen ts  tha t  don ' t  ex is t  21 

ye t .   So  tha t ' s  rea l l y  where  we are  w i th  a  l o t  o f  22 

those cont rac ts  fo r  ou ts ide  compan ies  to  be  do ing  23 

the  management  o r  to  fo resee  wha t  needs to  be  24 

done  to  imp lemen t  p ro jec ts  tha t  a re  a l ready  in  25 
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the  cap i ta l  p lan  and  have bee n  fo r  a  few  yea rs .  2 

 MR.  KOLODNEY:    Thank you.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Ma l ik  A r id .  4 

 MR.  ARID :    Thank you ve ry  much,  5 

Honorab le  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  Pe te r  Schmi t t  a nd 6 

Honorab le  members  o f  t h i s  house.   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  7 

ta lk  very  b r ie f l y  abou t  the  s i tua t ion  we  ar e  8 

fac ing  i n  Va l ley  S t ream,  the  p roposa l  o f  c l os ing  9 

down  the  F i f t h  P rec inc t .  10 

 I  moved to  Nassau Coun ty  i n  1999 ,  and I  11 

bought  my f i r s t  house in  Va l l ey  S t ream in  2 003 .   12 

A t  t ha t  t ime  I  was  pay ing  taxes  o f  a lmos t  $ 4 ,000 ,  13 

compared  to  the  s imi la r  house  in  Queens fo r  $1500 14 

tax .   I  chose  to  move in to  Nassau Coun ty  no t  15 

because o f  any th ing  e l se  bu t  sa fe ty  and sec u r i ty  16 

o f  myse l f  and  my  fam i l y .   And  today ,  a f te r  e igh t  17 

years  o f  my buy ing  house ,  my  taxes  have gon e  18 

a lmost  doub le ,  $8 ,000.   And the  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  19 

th ing  wh ich ,  compared to  the  i nc rease in  th e  tax ,  20 

i s  t ha t  in  2004  when  I  bough t  the  house,  th e  21 

who le  year  there  were  on ly  seven  robber ies  i n  a  22 

one mi le  rad ius  o f  my house.   In  2011,  l as t  s i x  23 

months  o f  2011,  there  were  21  robber ies  on l y  one  24 

m i le  rad ius  o f  my house.   Whe reas  I 'm pay ing  25 
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a lmost  doub le  the  tax  o f  2004 .   The sa fe ty  and  2 

secu r i ty  i s  a l ready  compromised in  my pa r t  o f  the  3 

wor ld ;  I 'm  no t  sure  abou t  o the r  pa r t s  o f  Na ssau 4 

Coun ty .   For  me  the  most  impor tan t  t h ing  in  5 

Va l l ey  S t ream and o the r  res idents  in  Va l ley  6 

S t ream i s  the  sa fe ty  and  secu r i t y .  7 

 I  do  unders tand  tha t  t he  coun ty  i s  f ac ing  8 

b ig  se r ious  cha l lenges  o f  f i nanc ia l ,  you  kn ow,  9 

cha l lenges .   And  I  t o ta l l y  suppor t  t he  Hono rab le  10 

Coun ty  Execu t ive ,  tha t  he  has  to  make some tough  11 

dec i s ions ,  bu t  no t  t he  tough  dec is ions  base d  on 12 

my  sa fe ty  and  my  fam i l y ' s  sa fe ty .   I  j us t  wa nt  to  13 

su re  a  sma l l  and  qu ick  message  f rom my  11 m onth  14 

o ld  daughter .   I  wan t  to  show you the  p i c tu re .   15 

E leven  mon th  o ld  daugh te r .  16 

 She is  the  most  p rec ious  person I  have  in  17 

my  l i f e ,  and  she  sends  a  message  to  a l l  o f  you  18 

honorab le  members  o f  t h i s  house.   My  dear  19 

honorab le  members  o f  t h i s  house,  dads ,  moms ,  20 

g randdads,  and g randmoms.   My  dad is  j ob les s  21 

these days .   He ' s  no t  hav ing  any  j ob ,  bu t  h e  i s  22 

s t i l l  pay ing  $8 ,000 a  year  o f  tax  in  Nassau  23 

Coun ty  to  make sure  tha t  my l i fe  and  sa fe ty  and 24 

secu r i ty  and  proper t y  i s  sa fe .   P lease  do  n o t  25 
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p lay  po l i t i cs  on  th i s  i ssue.   We need ou r  p o l i ce  2 

and we  need our  p rec inc t .   Why  the  NYPD,  th e  3 

l a rges t  po l i ce  d iv is ion  o f  t he  wor ld ,  i s  4 

i nc reas ing  the  p rec inc ts  and  we are  ta lk ing  abou t  5 

decreas ing  the  p rec inc ts .   We need  more  po l i ce  6 

p resence  and  we  need  more  prec inc ts  in  Nass au 7 

Coun ty .   P lease  do  no t  p lay  po l i t i cs  on  a  p a r t y  8 

bas i s  on  th i s  i ssue.  9 

 I  w i l l  suppor t  any  dec is ion  to  cu t  some 10 

cos t  o r  to ,  you  know,  reduce  the  f inanc ia l  11 

cha l lenges  o f  t he  coun ty .   Bu t  I  w i l l  no t  12 

compromise ,  as  a  c i t i zen  o f  Nassau  County ,  t o  13 

compromise  the  sa fe ty  and secu r i ty  o f  my  fa m i l y .  14 

 Thank you ve ry  much,  s i r .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  16 

 Our  las t  speaker  i s  Gera rd  O t tav ino  f rom 17 

Po in t  Lookou t .  18 

 MR.  OTTAVINO:   Good a f te rnoon .   Gera ld  19 

O t tav ino ,  Po in t  Lookou t ,  and  I  rep resent ,  a mong 20 

o the rs ,  the  S ludge  S toppers  Task  Force .  21 

 I ' d  l i ke  to  re i t e ra te  some po in ts  tha t  22 

o the r  speakers  have ment ioned  th roughout  th i s  23 

pe r iod .   And  the  f i r s t  t h ing  I 'd  l i ke  to  re quest  24 

i s  t he  l eg is la tu re  and  county  execut ive  quas h any  25 
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and a l l  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t rack ing  wastewater  coming 2 

to  the  county  sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts  fo r  3 

t rea tmen t  o r  pu r i f i ca t ion .  4 

 Fu r the r ,  i t  wou ld  be  i n  the  en t i re  5 

coun ty 's  bes t  i n te res t  t o  ban  a l l  f r ack ing  and  6 

re la ted  l i qu ids ,  some proven  to  be  tox ic ,  7 

rad ioac t ive ,  and  o thers  s t i l l  unknown,  f rom  8 

en te r ing  i n to  New York  S ta te .   P lease reach  ou t  9 

to  Governo r  Cuomo to  ban  a l l  f o rms  o f  f rack ing ,  10 

f rack ing  was tewa te r  f rom ente r ing  New York  S ta te .  11 

 The second  i ssue  I 'd  l i ke  to  b r i ng  i s  on  12 

p r iva t iza t ion  o f  t he  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts  tha t  13 

the  coun ty  i s  cons ider ing .  14 

 There ' s  a  long l i s t  o f  t raged ies  i n  the  15 

Un i ted  S ta tes  and a l l  over  the  wor ld  o f  fa i l u res  16 

o f  hav ing  t r i ed  to  p r i va t i ze  mun ic ipa l i t y  17 

i n te res ts ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r  was tewa te r  and sew age  18 

t rea tmen ts  p lan ts .   Cer ta in  e xamples  wou ld  b e  19 

Ind ianapo l is ,  wh ich  was jus t  men t ioned .   An o ther  20 

one wou ld  be  At lan ta  wh ich ,  a f te r  a  pe r iod  o f  21 

t ime ,  because  o f  subs tandard  serv i ce  and  22 

esca la t i ng  p r ices  in  the  te rms  o f  fees  o r  t axes ,  23 

however  you wan t  to  look  a t  t hem,  the  24 

mun ic ipa l i t i es  were  fo rced  to  pu rchase  back  the  25 
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asse ts  tha t  t hey  so ld  to  these  p r i va teers .   I t  2 

had to  purchase  them back  as  a  l oss  to  the  county  3 

o r ,  I  shou ld  say ,  to  the  mun ic ipa l i t y .   So  I  4 

wou ld  rea l l y  encourage  the  county  to  en ter  i n to  5 

any  type  o f  p r i va t iza t ion  ag reemen t  a long t hese 6 

l i nes .  7 

 Jo in ing  the  two  top i cs  i s  i f  t he  county  8 

goes  p r i va te  i t  opens up  the  door  to  hav ing  9 

p r iva te  in te res ts  expand  the i r  revenue  hor i zons .   10 

What  does  tha t  do?   We l l ,  the i r  eyes  ge t  b i g  and  11 

they  l ook  to  f rack ing  wastewa ter  as  a  d i spos a l .   12 

The coun ty  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts  a re  no t  bu i l t  13 

o r  equ ipped to  hand le  tox i c  chemica ls .   The y  a re  14 

b io log ica l  p lan ts .   Any  tox i c  chemica ls  tha t  15 

en te rs  i n to  those p lan ts  w i l l  des t roy  the  16 

chemis t r y  in  those  p lan ts ,  and  wha teve r  com es ou t  17 

o f  t hose  p lan ts  wou ld  be  poor l y  su i ted  fo r  t he  18 

wa te rways  tha t  t hey  w i l l  en te r  i n to ,  whe the r  i t  19 

be  the  ocean  or  be  the  bays .  20 

 I n  summary ,  t he  two top i cs  a re  re la ted .   21 

And I  wou ld  encourage the  coun ty  to  abandon  22 

p r iva t iza t ion  and to  be  proac t ive l y  bann ing  23 

f rack ing  here  i n  New York  Sta te .  24 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   That 's  2 

the  las t  speaker  tha t  I  have .   Tha t  conc lud es  the  3 

bus iness  o f  t he  day .   I  want  to  thank  every body 4 

fo r  coming .  5 

 We a re  i n  recess .  6 

 (T IME NOTED:   3 :10  P .M. )  7 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  _________ day  o f  __________,  2012 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


